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FOR IMMEDIA TE RELFASE
SUNDAY, May 6, 1946

CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

TEXT COF MAYOR F. H. LA GUARDIA'S SUNDAY BROADCAST TO THE FEOPLE (F

WEV YORK, FROM HIS OFFICE AT CITY HALL, BROADCAST OVER WNYC AT 1:00 P.Me FOLLOWS:

Potience and Fortitudes

Well, it just can not be long now. As you have just heard over

the air, it is a m'atter of days, and perhaps not many dayse 7Yes,
the foroes of evil in Europe are entirely destroyed and there remains but one or
two pockets for reasons which a normal mind, of course, canmot wnderstands In
the one week the world has been cleared of two evil mens And to think that these
two bums oould have brought so much misery into the entire world « millions of
lives, destruction and devestation in almost half of the world§ Had these two
men been killed ten years ago, we might have had a happy world todaye So far
ag the theatre of war in Europe is concerned, it is about overe I ask the
people of the City of New York to wait for official announcement from Washingbor.
In all 1ikelihood, the war in the Pacifie, and it has been costly in lives, will

b2 over by the end of the years At least, let us pray that it wille

VAYORALTY Here at home, we have to begin thinking of our own Citys, Ordiue
. arily, it would be rather early to talk about the City campaign
in the early part of Maye I would not touch upon the subjeot in noxmal pea.ce
times until July or even August, The difficulty is, you see, that when ome ig
. in office and he declares himself a candidate , there is always pressure brought
upon him, and it requires a great deal of resistance not to get the cendidate's
mentalitys Everybody says, "You had better do this now or it will hurt you", or
"I wouldn?t do thabt; it will hurt you," Of course, I am not véry good a8t that
gsort of thinge I just do things the way I think they should be dmmes Ina
government of my kind, it is difficult to keep the govornment togethere

The whole politionl calendar has been advanced so that in a weok
or so the lew permits petitions to be cirsulated for signatures for candidates,
T have beon told by wany that there is diffioculty in gotting the various
shades of color of paper roquired for these petitions -.‘bhﬁ law requires a

d5fforent oolor for the different parties, Thorefore, I do not see how I can

delay muoh longer in ammouncing my position in the ocoming campaigne




- oW
o 17

when I started out in 1934, I knew definitely the kind of govern=-
ment that the City required, I knew exactly what I was going to do. I did
not know how long it would last. It lasted cne term, then two terms and
now three terms. But in all my fondest hopes, I never dreamed that a non-
partisan, a non-political administration in a large city in our country
could be so successful. I never dreamt, I knew that the job would be hard,
but I never believed that it would be possible to establish it so well as to
get the endorsement and the living proofs that I have, that my kind of city
government is the kind of city government that the people of my City want.
Yes, I have the proof, the living proof, My friends, you must have noticed
it too., Isn't it grand - there isn't a single, solitary County Chairman of
either party who is in favor of my administration. Isn't that grand? There
isn't a single, solitary district leader of the political machines who wants
to see me re~elected. There isn't u clubhouse loafer who is not out shouting
his head eff against m& administration. There is the proof, my friends,
that these twelve years have not been in vain, We must talk now of what we
are going to do and plan accordingly.

- I want to express my thanks to Judge Samuel Seabury who has given
so much to this City, who has made clean government possible in this City -
he started before 1934, You will rememper my campaign of 1929 when I told
the City of the rotten conditions that existed here. You remember, when I
was nominated by the Republican Party in 1929 and dropped the next day. Tﬁat
was a hard campaign., You remember that - that was a tough campaign., But

it was useful, wasn't it? The charges that I made were so startling that it

was sald they could hardly be so but Judge Seabury proﬁed beyond any reason-

able doubt that all the charges that I made were true. I want tﬁ thank the
Judge,

I also want to thank the group of friends who got together and
petitioned, as it were, for my nomination. I know that you meant well, and
I know that you were intercsted only in good government and I want to thank
each and every one of you for your confidence, for your courage znd for your
unselfish interest in our City, But, of course, that is not my technique. When
I want o nomination I submit it to the people and not to political bosses. But
it did bring out the fact that we must sclect a Mayor this yenf aﬁd I want to
meke very clear that I appreciate their very kind efforts, I will not enter

the Republican Primarics. I am not a candidate for the Republican nomination

for Mayor,

(morc)
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Although thore aro other groups, I want to mako it vory oloar
again that tho decision must be loft to the pooples I want to ask my very ‘good
frionds of tho American Labor Party not to nominote mo and not to put my name on
thoir potitions I am not going to run for Mayor this yoare I havo many ronsms
and I will givo thom to yous As you know, it has boen so amusing to .obsorve the
panorama of tho past fow monthse This panoramn of politicians, yos panoramo of
schoming and conniving, to do what, to join foroos to dostroy o good administrae
tione Of courso, it is always diffisult for gonbry of that kind to got togothor,
Erickson and Qostolle ond Adonis and tho rost of the rackoteors, po‘rhaps havo‘
not yot agreods But hate thoy not boon confused? Have you soon all tho manou=
voring? Yos, and samo vory high officianls holding ocortain officos,who arc not
supposod to bo in politics, havo boen brointrusting, in somo of this comiving
ond conspiracye Of courso, I know all alonge

My frionds, this dccision was not made yosterday or todaye This
docision wos mado baok in 1941ls It wos also convoyod to our frionds last
Christmas whon wo hnd our Christmas cards printods Thoro is o littlo symbol on

thot cards Our frionds know about it and if you havo tho card, you will soco it,

Wo convoyod thon that this Christmas oard would be our last card from tho

Moyorfs Housos 8o you soo I havo boon carrying on with the full kmowlodgo of
what I was going to do, knowing that tho job was complotods Now it is up to 'bhe'
peoplo of this City to docide whothor thoy wont to koop the cloan, docont govorn=-
mont by tho cloan, law-abiding poople in our City for tho childron of our City,
or whothor they want to rotum to political riff-raff, to the tinhorn chisolors J
reckotoors, and the tin boxoss That is for tho pooplc to dooido, and it must bo
docidod on that issuo alonoe For instance, at a roocont meoting at tho National
Ropublican Club thoro was quito o dobato on tho subjoot = and thore you havo o
lovol of intolligonco which is somowhnt highor than that of tho distriot clubs,
Ar:d what wos tho disoussion? Will La Guardio support tho Governor noxt yoor if
wo support him this yoar? How do wo know that ke will suppoxrt the Govornor nexb
yoor? ‘ Yos, how would you know? I do not know, and I would not mko any such
dirty doals I do not know whom I will support noxt yoore It all doponds on ‘tho
issuos ond tho candidatose But, what I want to point out is thot the solootion
of condidatos for Moyor should bo mado only on fitnoss and not on ony politionl
oxpodionoys

Thoro arc many roasons why I think I should not run, First,
thore is alwnys tho dangor of onc bocaming sort of skalo in offico, and I do not
wont to booome stale ot any timos I do not want to bocame indifforont, I do not
wont to bocamo so callousod that I could not got indignant, yos, ond impationt

(moxo)
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and losc my temper when I hoar of graft and corruption and when I heor of
crime and racketeering. No, I do not want to grow cld that way. And th?n

- there in also a tendency that an administration may become satisfied, It
bucomes sort of smug and satisfied that it is doing so well. Oh, no, no, no
thal is not good. I want to keep on my tocs all of the time. I want my
government to keep on its toes all of the time and my Commissioners to be on
their toes. A change is good. And then cnother thing if an individual is
in on oxccutive office too long he may becomo bossy, and they tell me that I
am sort of inelined that way at times, so that is something elsc that I must
look after.

But now, here is something that I think is important, I do not
believe that in our form of government, chief cxecutives should be re-elected
time after time. The government of' the City of New York is so large, that
it cannot be compared with smaller municipalities., Our ¢ity government is
larger and greater and more involved than that of any State in the Union,
including our owvn. While it may be good in smaller communitics for one to
stay on the job as Mayér, I do not think that it is wholesome in a city or
government as big as ours. Rotation in office is good and is wholesome, .It‘
i8 neccessary in a democracy., It does not mean that because we have rotation
it must necessarily go from good to bad and from bad to worse. If thet were
true it would indeced be a sad commentery on our democracy. In these times
there is z tendency to rally arownd an individual - it is our democratic
systen that is imnortant today, not individusls., If democracy cannot be main-
tained and improved through proper rotation in office, then something is wrong
with the system and I refuse to believe that there is hnything wrong with our
democratic system. Oh, now, I can almost hear you say, "There goes La Guardia
aguin, he is inconsistent, Did you not support the President for a third and
o fourth term?" Yes, I did and wnder tho same circumstances I would do it
again, Under different circumstances I would not have done it. It did not
require a great student of history or an expert on European politics in 1940
to know that our country would be involved in war, It did not require much of
a military genius to know of our complete and utter lack of defense and of
military preparation in 1940, I knew that even our own coast out here was not
properly protected cnd that we had no recl means of defense in those days; It

will not be long beforc tho rocl conditions that existed in 1940.and the

frontic preparations and the building up of our defense of our coast and main-

land, will become history,

(more)
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I had somo littlo part in tho propoaration of tho dofonso of our const and
mainland, &8 o mombor of tho Pommanont Joint Boord on Dofonso with Canados
No 01‘10 in our ontiro country lnd tho knowlodgo of Europcon affairs and tho
grasp of tho situntion os did Prosidont Roosovolts I did not liko tho third
torm idone I do not ‘think that tho Prosidont, himsolf, likod tho third torm,

I supportod him bc;oauso undor thoso conditions and tho dangor that wo woro

facing at thot timo, I comsidorod it for tho bost intorosts of our counbry that
tho Prosidont should ramoain in offico, In 1944, no othor docision could havo
boon mados Thoro was no choicc and, of course, tho Amcriocan pooplo rospondods
A groot mony of my vory good frionds, who aro ronlly intorostod in cloan and
non~political city govormmont, who worked hard to drivo out tho forcos of corw
ruption in City Hnll and who woro rosponsiblo for my oloetion back in 1934,
woro hurt ond disappointod that I did support tho Prosidont in 1940, T did it
with my oyos opon for tho peasons I havo stotode I lmow thot I was hurting
my frionds and that thoy woro disappointeds I wos sorry and told tham ot tho
timoes T did whot I bolioved was for tho bost intorests of eur countrye |
Now, of ooursc, as thesc michinos arc orcotoed thoy havo torriblo
powore My frionds if, in 1934 whoan I camo horog I had jus.; playod along with
o politiecnl party, it would not have boon diffiocults to build up o poworful
mochino in this Statoe Furthormoro, I could have built up o porsonal
political machinos But I could not have givon you tho kind of govormnontvtha’c
you hovo had for twolve yoars and thot I Mmow you wantods Tho City would not
bo as it is today and I would not have boon mysolfe I know politiocs woll and
you know that I know them and could havo built up o poworful politiocal mnochine,
Othors havo done it and somo are doing it in this Stato today. I was intor-
ostod in the future of my Citye I wos not interosted in my own politiecal
futurce Thoroforo, I did not hositatos Look around your City nowe Whoro aro
tho politicians in officc? Can Valmtbino ond Walsh oontrol any votos, er
Caroy of Sonitotion, or Stobbins of Hoalth, or Barnockor of Hospitals = aro
thoy County Chairmon or distriot loadors? MoKonzio of Marine and Aviation,
‘Moss of Liconsos, Wilson of Housing, do thoy roprosén‘c any politionl strongth?
Willkinson, Salmon, or Pattorson, oan thoy swing o nomination? But thoy lmovr
thoir jobse Ploydell of Purchaso, Huic of Public Works, Murdock of Standards

ond Apponls, aro thoy the politioal wire pullors and fixors of tho old doys?

(moro)
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Bob Mosecs, the builder, he tricd it onmce. He could not get many votes for
hinself but he is o great Commissioner. Thesc men just knoq their jobs and
thisz is the big thing my friends, there is no [ixing, there i1s no graft,
there is no favoritism, there is no steuling. That is the big difference
betweon o non-political, non-partisan, scientific government from the old.
kind th:t you threw out of office back in 1934,

Here arc some personcl reasons., I will be 63 in December. I still
have, I hope, some yeors of useful scrvice left inm me. I have had the oppor-
tunity, during the past forty years that I have been in public service, of
acquiring sone expericnce snd some troaining, T hnvé worked very hard. I have
had preetically no vacation or rest since I have been in office here and that
is twelve years. It has just booh onc thing ofter the other., What I Would
like to do is to go out and'get some swunshine and a little rest qnd i want to
storc that up ond conserve morc vitality und more cwergy and just keep it in |
reserve in case I should have to come back into public service. I hope I will
not have to come back,

| If conditions are good after the war, if industry comes back and
gets iﬁtb great production and we‘have employnent und prosperity and happinessv
in our land, then I think I have made my contribution to good goverhment. But
if we have a finenciol crisis and unemploymnent again and relief, and if we have
conflicts between veterans and labor, or bitterncss between labor and industry,
then the administration in Washington will have failed. If our own City
government goes back to corruption and racketeering and inefficiency, then thet
administration will have failed, tnd it will be the duty of those of us who have
had experience to take hold again and to clean up again, I want to be feqdy to
do that. In the meantime, I guess I will havc‘to look for a job. I guess I
can get one. Ordinarily, I would not do it, but I do not know whether we are
going to have inflation or not. You sce, Marie, the children and I, we live
very economically, very modestly. We saved something, but nearly all of our
lifets savings are in the Retirement Fund,'and if we do not have inflation, that
is quite all right. We will manage end schd the kids to school if they can

poss the entronce examinations. Otherwise, I guess it is better to be prudent

and sce if I can get a job.
But here is something that we must find real soom. I am going to
call upon all of my good rcal estate friends to help. We have to find a housé

to live in, We have been looking for it for a long time., This last fall,

Marie went up in the Riverdale Section looking for one very quietly and it kindiﬁiAlﬁ'”

of got around,

(morc)
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Tho ronl ostato mn that wo had diode Wo havo to got somothing by Foll, booauso
- I think it would bo kind of nico to mvo tho houso sprucod up and tidiecd up for
tho now ocoupantss As wo havo to got out by Fall wo hopo it will bo all roody.
80 I hopo you will all holp ws find o housoc bocauso it would bo torriblo to
havo to stoy in offico boonuso wo could not find o houso to 1livo in, wouldntt
it2

Thoro is ono thing, my frionds, that I want to mako‘cloar, booauso
I Jmow how tho politicians with tho loud mouths will howle I oan bo
roBlootod this Fall withoub any troublog I con bo
roblootod without tho nomination of any rogilar partye To uso tho phraso that
Al Smith 1likod to uso in his day "I can run on o loundry tickot and boat thoso
political bums ony timos" Why? Booauso tho ovorwholming majority of tho
pooplo of Now York City want good, officiont govornmont bopo.uso thay liko thoir

City ond thoy aro proud of its I can lick any combination of political partios 2

but I wont to confoss to you that I con not boat n oombination of politionl

portios in the Stato Logisloturo and in the Stato Courtse Somotimos I wondor
if tﬁo City is not paying for ite I hopo tho pross will bo kindlior o ouxr
City undor o now administrations It is just as much your City as it is my
City, and it is manifostly unfoir to our groat City ond 1ts good pooplo to
toko it out an tho City booauso o publishor may not liko tho Moyor or may bo
disappointod that ho did not got somothing that hvo wontods Tho 6ity doservos
o bottor broak,

The thing to do is for all forocos bolioving in good govormmont
to got togothore It is not suffisiont to soloot g condidato for Moyor but
there must be a cambination of Mayor, Comptroller and President of the Council,
Unless you have that, three men who are devoted and will ocontinue to be
devoted to good government, the finances of this City will be wrecked, dJust
recall the historye Do you remember the condition of this City when I took it
over? It wes bankrupte Everything that the City owned was in hock, was
hypotheoated, was mortgaged, and the City was paying six per cent interest for
short term loanse In a year affter I took office we were paying less than one
per \cen"b for these short tem loanse So you must find men who have had exporie
ence, who have vision and who have courages You can not got that fran a 'oolloge
diplomae You must have character and there is no botter place than in publioe

office to bring out a mants charactor,

I do not boliovo I should make any ono suggostions I think that
that is bads Prosidont Thoodors Roosovolt did, but it did not turn out so goode
But thoro 1s a long list of compotont mon in this City vho oould do o gopd job
a8 Mayor, any of whom I would choorfully supports Feor thoso who oamo in offico

undor tho bannor of oloan govornmmt ond who botrayed the part, I havoe nothing
but sympathye (moro )
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They should read the twonty-seventh Chnpter of St. Matthew and I will con-
‘D tribute. the Fifth verse for their individunl guldance.

| If we all work togother unselfishly, with only one thing in nind,
I am cuite surc that we can perpetuate the kind of government New York City ;;’
has had for twelve years and which is being copied in every éity in this
country. We have @stablished a new pattern, = new model for intelligent,
clean, scientific, non-political munmicipal government. Yes, my friends, it
?gs'been hard, it hes been very hard at times. It has been heartbresking.
Sonetines you ulmoét get to the brink of:discouragement. Sometimes you won-
der, coan you sce it through. Sometimes you fail to understand why thefe is

opposition to good and why therc is criticism and constant fighting in order

e et At < b ot ettt oo A et o ot et e e

to make people better and happier, in order to eliminate exploitation and
d’ ' crime. And now, as I look back, it is a sourcc of great comfort, this lineup
agoinst our form of govermment -~ there it stands. And to think that it was
possible to remake a Ciﬁy, possible to comc in, step into a tradition of corrup-
, tion and inefficiency; a history of favoritism and pilfering; o system of
,patronage and to change all of that; to demonstrate to every writer of hlsﬁory |
in our country who became hopeless and fclt that local government could not be
good to prove thnt w wrong; to tcke an antiquated Charter in the face
. of the combined opoositlon of the two major parties and have it approved by
the people of this City, this great City, wmique in 1ts kind - nothing like 1t
in the whole world - this great City of huge spaceSthat are too small, of .
“_' millions of little people who ore really big and people coming from every cllme
”and country of the world, living in peacc and happiness here, ernle knowing V, .i‘”
that their children will have the opportunity of an cducation 1n.the most
hospitable City in the world.
Yes, my friends, you gave me a job and I did it.  Now Iﬂﬁsk Ydﬁ f° 7"

carry on. Patience and Fortitude.

##H#F#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SUNDAY, Mny 13, 1945,
CITY OF NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

TEXT OF MAYOR F. H. LA GUARDIA'S SUNDAY BROADCAST TO THE PEOPLE OF
NEW YORK FROM HIS OFFICE AT CITY HALL, MAY 13, 1945, BROADCAST OVER WNYC AT
1:00 P.M, FOLLOWS:

Pationce and Fortitude.
THE NAZI One hundrod and thirty million Amoricans todny, proud in victory, nre
SURRENDER
T knoeling with bowod hends and in All humility, thanking God for His
guidance ~nd nsking His continued guidnnce until all the evil forces in the
world will be crushed and Hia will done for poace on earth, It seems almost
impossible, doosn't it, that it is less thon n weck sinco the unconditionel
surrender of vhat wns left of tho Nazi forces. So much has happenod during tho
vock, nnd o great many ovents will tnke plnce almost overy day from now on until
tho ond of the War,
PUNISHMENT OF Has it occurrcd to you ~- it has to mo -- how innocont and how

WAR CRIMINALS
kindly ~nd how pure nnd good nll thosc ani gangsters, who are now being cap-

turcd, soem to bo? Nobody likes Hitler! Isn't it strange the way they aro

talking now? Let us hope thnt thoro will be fio delay in bdringing these gmg-

sters to trinl., Dolay is bad, I am se nfraid, you know, that at nny momont

somo intornational lawyer may pop up -~ nnd scok n rotainer maybe -~ and find
reasons vhy the gangsters should ilot bo tricd, This is a job for soldiors to do -
the soldiers who did the i‘ighting. It is ~ militnry mnttor, and lot us hope that
they will be brought to trial and, whnt is more, exccution should follow very

swiftly.

I wne o little disnppointed this morning, I thought sure that by this

time Quisling would have beon triod ~nd shot, That g n disappointnent to n
gront nany people. Well, let us hope that it won't be long now,

V- DAY Now York City rosvondod benutifull first to tho nppnl of th
CEREMONIES ; v - °
Prosidont of the United Stntes that we should not delay work in wiar

© production; nnd thon its manifestntion of Jjoy was in kecoping with tho dignity of n

nntion still at war, Here is something vhich is so typiceal of our nttitude nnd
of our country, It is a letter from Iznnce Strnsfogol, the Assistant Conductor
of the Philhnarnonic~Symphony Socioty of Now York. You know, the Philharnonic
Orchestra played nt the V-E Doy cercmonics nt Centrnl Park, It happened that
Mnostro Iznace Strasfogzel was the Conductor, and he said in his letter to ne, "It
was n glorious dny for overyone, but I should like to tell you how it was such a

particularly groant day for me, how rny porsonnl participation in that Victary celo-~
bration was one of tho frte's beautiful 1little ironics, 1In 1933, shortly after

Hitlor cmno into power, I lost ny post nas arsi°tnnt conductor at tho Borlin Stnto R

Opera, nlong with other victins, I tried in vnin to procure ~vork 01se-vhore nnd,

finnlly, T had ~ nervous brenkdown.
(rnoro)
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Shortly thereafter good friends and music lovers hoard of my plight and
brought me to this wonderful countrye Here that same year I married an
Americen girl; and in later years I became an American citizem. Can you
not understand; then; thet to conduct the New York Philharmonic=-Symphony
Orchestra in a program commenorating the downfall of Hitler's gangsterism '

on Tuesday last, gave me the most exquisite satisfaction of my entire life"

Yes, I do, Mamostro.

RATIONING AND Today I have to talk with you at length on the matter of
CE

food and pricese I do not think that conditions are good

at all, First you must understand the need for price control, When the
demand or need for fod is greater than the sﬁpply, food must bo ratibned,’
And if it is rationed, there must be price controle If that were not so,
then prices would soar and only people with plenty of ﬁoney could get
enough to eate So distribution is necessary - equitable distribu;ion. It
can be regulated only by rationing and where you have rationing thore

must necessarily be control of pricese Now, then, when food is plentiful,
thoro is no nced of prico control, because if the supply is greator than
tho demand, the prices naturally adjust thomsolvese But whon food becomos
short, then tho tost comos, whother your prico. regulation and your ceiling
prico onforcoment is satisfactory and is functioning or whothor thore has |
boen o broakdovme Do I make mysolf cléar? First you must know that there
is no shortage of food in the real sonso of the word; that is, whon I

say shortago of food," or when you read ;shortage of food" you would think
that we are producing less food than we did bofore the wars That is not
soe Wo aro producing moree The farmers of +this country have rosponded
magnificontly and wo are reising more food cach yoar and morc food than

wo did bofore the wars Then you will say, "Well, why is therc a shortago?"
Thoro is a shortagg because more poople in this country are now; for the
first time in meny, mony yeers gotting onough to eat and trying to got the
propor kind of fooq for their families; People who nevor boforo could
afford to cat moat, now arc omployed and arec now ablec to ocat moat; and so

it is with othor commoditiose Thore aro just as many people in tho country
now as th?ro wore before the ware Some of thom arc in tho military sorvico,

Thoy, too,.are gotting moro food and thoy noed more food than in pcace

- B

timoss So, it is not that wo aro wasting food, It is that tho domands aro
\ . .

groator, and of courso, wo all hopo that this ooconomic condition will

continuo aftor tho war so that all poople, in all parts of tho country,  ;_,w,

may got onough to cate

moro
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CEILING PRICE Now, thon, tromon of Now York, you omn judgo bottor than

e anyono olso whothor or not tho onforcomont of coiling prices
is functioninge I say that it is not, nnd I add that tho Now York City

Morkots Dopartmont and tho Shoriffts Offico just camnnot do it alonoe, Vo

éust hnvo'roal, offootivo, officiont coiling prico on?orcomont on tho part

of tho Fodoral Governmoent, bocuusc all that wo oan do, with tho limitod

powors that wo have undor tho Emprgonsy Stato Lav, is to approhond rotailors

ond somo wholesalors, Tho roulvovil 15 outs}do of @ho City of Now York bofore

tho moat or tho food comos into our City and, all tho lavish praisc that

anyono vants to bostow upon tho OsPeAs doos not bring pricos dovme I loave

it +to tho womon of Now York City and tho womon of tho country whothor tho
onforcomont of pricos is offoqtivo or note Tho tost is nowvr whqn ﬁho domond

for food is so much groator than the availablo supplye Enforcomont is q“
vory difficult taske Congross has not providod suffieiont porsonnol to
tho OePehs for officiont onforcomonte On tho obher hand,. tho OePellsy hasy,
hero and thoro, boon Just o 1little bit coroloss in tho solootion of its

| porsonncles I foar that herc and thore a littlo politios has ontorod into -
it,. I:would bo glad to givo you dotails, Chostor, any timo that you wnnt;‘
but lot mo romind you thnt.most of this information I got from o vory good
‘g.weo - I got it from you,

© MEAT
Moat is vory scarcoe and thoro's vory littlo availablo at

lavful coiling pricos by the rotailors, so littlc that itrv
| would Po impossible for a storc to oporato with that lLimitod aﬁpunt. I
insist, subborfugos of ono kind or anothor and outright ovorcharging of
vholosale coiling prices have rosultod in the violation of rétuil coiling
pricos all ovor tho Citye About a month ago, if youm romombor; wo announcod
tho now Ton-Point Plan of #he OePsre I said, let us give it o érial and
as this is tho 13th of May, wo must”bo pationt until tho end of the monthe
Wio hove onough advanco in?ormation now, howovor, to know that it will not:
vrorke It is too invo}vod, too complicatods I wontt boro you with tho dbfaiIS"
of tho Rygulation now, but the proof is right at your rotail butchor storo.
Havo you boon ablc to got moat this woek? Havoe you boon able to got half of
what you nced? Havo you darod to look ot the grading? Havo you darcd to |

quostion the price? That moons that 0sPeAes is not functioninge I do not

caro what anybody sayse Wo aro proceeding with our onforcomont in tho Cltye

What can vo do whon the rotailours soays "Look hero, this is whaé I paid for
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How can T sell it at this price?" Yet, vo hnve hnd over threo hundrod cnses -
surironsos have boon issued this wack for highor price violations, So, ns I
said rbout A month ngo, ~hon the new rogulations were first announcod cor-
rmoneing Mny 1lst, thnt wo wvould give it ~ trial, Wo are now accunulating
infornation, dntn mud figurcs. I oxpect that by the end of the nonth or
onrly in Juno to subnit n doefinite, concroto nlin to the proper officials
high up in Washington to noot the situntion in Now York City. I bolievo now,
oaftor so nnny trinls, nftor so nm;y failures, that sorious considoration”
rust be givon to a plan npproved by cattlemen, foodors, pncking houses,

slnughtorers, vholesnlors, rotnilers, and consuners. 1If tho governnent will

not cooperate then, then wo will have another domonst:(mi‘q of soping Jjust

P e Z gﬁ#
how rmch enforcenont tho U. S, - 0.P.4, can do in =0 A ‘
POULTRY ' Chickens -— you knovw, pouliry. Renomber, we used to have that onco,-

poultry, chickens - sorie have it in soup, sone fried, sonc roastod, It is 0

foril, it bolongs to the bird frmily you will remenber, and we uscd to raiso. '

then, kill then, pluck then, clomn then, cook thin mnd thon eat then, I ,just'”"‘

thought I would ronind you whnt it was becmase there are not very nmny
chickons around now. In the first place, <o cnn not expect to have the sane
‘anount of chi ckons thnt we had six nonths or n yonr ngo, The Army is in 'th"ob B
narket for chickens nnd wo do mot bogrudge thon that ono bit. I do not “l:mo':'z'
vhother thoy have yot fulfillod their requird;/icnts of 110,000,000 pounds of
| péu]i;:ry rnd thnat cores nostly from tho enme chicken aron fron vhich we got
Ogrs. The reason for that is thnt this nren is ono plnce that has facilities
for procossing then, When thoy get thnt vholo supply, porhaps there will be
o lot dom. I don't knowe In the ncantine, howevor, the ;;ntiro onforcomozit
pf ppul'try has broken down nnd I dare nnybody to deny thnat. It hes brvok'cn
dovm, - The rosult is, and T got this from tho denlors thomselvos, that
‘poultry thnt should sell for 41 ccnts ~ pound killed, is selling ‘nrour;d ’65‘
md 75 conts, And koshor killed poultry, which- should be solling nt 47 corit‘s,

is sclling nt fron 65 conts to $1,25 » pound, Xoshor Poultry Donlcrs_Aésocihr- .

tion toll me that 95% of the rotnil storcs arc closcd.
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You must not blamo thoso rotailorse Thoy aro'nbsolutoly duatifi?d. Thoy
aro confrontod vwith buying at inf'latod pricos, way abovo coiling, and thon
having ono of our City iaspoctors at thoir storo to sco that thoy soll at
coiling pricoss Thoy cannot do ite Thoy provod tc mo with figuros that
thoy Jjust cont+ do ite Thorofore, thoy aro closed and thoy aro going to
romnin closod and wo will holp thom until they may buy at lavful wholosalo
pricos and soll at lawful rotail pricos.
| Right horo I want to pauso and agk tho consumors vhothor thoy
arc cooporating as woll as thoy usod tos You know that you aro not and
that mnkos it vory harde It makos it vory hard to protoet yous Wo do not
havo ono caso, but thousands of easos whoro tho consumor has workod with -
tho rofailors who soll abovo coiling pricos, by paying ab?vo colling priods
or by nogloeting tﬁ have tho poultry or the moot woightod, or by saying
" that thoy cwod monoy and woro paying it, and oven by abusing tho inspoctors
who wvrorce thoro to protoet thoms Now, womon, if you do that, I do not Mmow
whot the ond will bo, but I do know that you aro making it vory diffioult
for us to holp yo;; S¢c won't you holp us to hoelp you? ‘
POULTIRY FRICE Now, lot me givo you an illﬁstration of paultry pricos 5oa
‘EEEEE— causo this is typical of moat and ovorything olsoe. Tho coiling

prico from tho farmor is 3047 conts a pound and it is brought to Now York

-and sold for 35,2 conts a pound at tho Torminal Markot to tho poultfy

slaughtorhouscs If ho pays 35,2 conts, ho is roquired to soll it to tho s

rotailor for not moro than 3947 conts and, according to his broakdovm,
ho says thot he connot soll it for 39,7 conts bocauso instead of tho four-
ond-a-half cénts mergin allowablo, it actually costs him 643 conts o
pounds Toll, I think that 6443 is a littlo highes I would say that it is
more like fivo conts, but ovon thon ho would bo losing half a cont a pounds
But tho whole trouble lies in tho foct that originally tho poultry is
purchasod for moro than 3047 contse Tho City had an offor of 100,000 pounds
¢f livo poultry to bo sold to élaughto;housos at tho lawful prico of
3542 contss Tho slaughtorhousos, howover, condnot soll koshor killod poultry
to the rotailor at 3947 conts without a losse That is tho fault of tho
rogulations and thoro is nothing that tho loecal onforcomont officors
oon do unloss tho rogulation is changod,

Horo ?s somothing funny, Tho rotnil prico of koshor killoed
pdultry is 47 conts, but if it sold to & non-koshor rotailor, it has to bo
sold for 41 contes and }t costs about tho samo to produccs It costs a little .

moro to koshor dealors, but thoro is not that six cont voriancol
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Although wo could incronso the 100,000 pounds to an ostinated 500,000
pounds vookly, under the nnrk-up in tho various levels of distribution, it
1o just impossible to do so rithout ~ logs per pound and no onc could offord
to loso on overy pound of corrodity sold, Thereforc, I hopo thnt the OPA will &!
givo practicnl nttontion to this nattor nnd givo consideration to the ptan
that tho City of New York will preosent. In the neantime, cooperate with us
and do not pny noro than ceiling prices for nent or chicken,

Now, you will say, Mr. Mayor, if vo havo to lny off chickens and

wo have to lay off neat, vhat will wo buy? I ronlly don't know. Ve hed

n pretty tough time nt our homo last wwoek, and we have arrsnged it so thnt
wvo have two neatloss days and Thursday, vhen wo wonted some meat, all that,

Mn.rior could got wns sone soup bones and we were ewfully happy to have that,

Wo uscd n lot of vegetnblos in the soup and that balsnced it, So you just

have to use your ingenuity, |
POULTRY FOR Talking about chicken, I wnt to cxpress ny thanks to the War
HOSPITALS N
Foott Adninistrntion. They got 775 bnarrels of Grnde A dressed poultry weigh~
ing nbout 37,000 pounds for our hospitnls last wook,

BGGS There is discgrecnent betweon the norchnnts ~nd nysolf on one side

md tho W.F.A. on the other side ns to cggs. We believe thnt n gront nany

cggs arc in stornge and are be;ng kopt thore until the prices o up ncxt

nonth and the nonth aftor that, W.F.A. does not quito agree vith us., Wo
renched the point vhere we did not have n single cgg in all of our City
Hospitals last woock, What do you know rbout thnt? Lnto one night, wo got

in touch with the proper ruthoritics of the Arny nnd they loaned us a vwock!s
supply. I roccivod n telegran late last night fron the W.F.A, that prioi‘itios
for eggs have been grnted to tho City hospitnls, That neans thnt wo can 20 |
md senrch for these ezgs and invoko the powors given us in the prioritioé;
CLOTHING PRICES Hero is sonething elses I tnlk these natters over with you

so thnt you will understand thorx md bo guided accordingly, You will rormnbor -
that it wns in Fobrunry thnt we rocuved the ponise of low-cost clothm&.

Of course, that is o very difficult problen but the OPA and the WEB workod

n long tino on it and finally allocations of toxtiles were nnde to ot

lov~priced clothing,




T

Thoro was o groat doal of rosistanco on tho part of tho trados I do not
goo hawr the trado 6nn oxpoet to oliminato low=pricod garmonts and Just moko
high-pricod gurmoentss This just cannot bo dono and at tho samo timo avoid
infletions Tho rulo was modificd o littlece I am sorry to say, though not
changods Tho othor day, whilc talking with tho OPA Toxtilo Divisiop in
Washington, thoy told mc not to stross lowepricod garmonts any moro, but
to tall about modorato=~pricod gormontss. Wbil, all right, I con only talk
on the garmonts that you givo mece I cannot do anything olsoe This was in
Fobruarye If you remombor, I said that wo ought to soo rosults around tho
ond of March or oanrly Aprile, Woll, latc laroh and oarly April camo along

and wro did not got rosults wntil lato April and horo vio are in Maye. I

causaod o survoi to bo mado to sco how many of thoso modoratowpriwd gormonts

wo havo, and tho result is anything but satisfactorye On tho 19th of Fobruary,
Choster BDowlos said that sovoral srooks ago tho broad, gonoral principlos of‘
vtho Governmont Toxtilo Clothing Program worce announcod. Today's dollar

and conts pricos for cotton clothing roprosonts tho dotails of tho first
major pricing action worked-out to fulfill tho promiscs mado at that ‘timos
That was tho promiso mndo boforo Fobruary>19, but it is moving vofy slowly
and thé situation is anything but satisfactorys Whon I talk about.tho

pricas, OPA pricos, and tho garmonts availablo at OPA pricos, I wont you

Lo know that doos not moah that tho prilcos aro unlawful, It moans that

thosq pricos that arc ovor tho OPA pricos arc obove tho prices fixed by OPA
but arc on vhat is lmown as tho "froo list", that is, garmonts that arc

not limitod in prico-fixod priccs but that oach ney chargo o markeup in
accordanco with pricos charged in that storo, Ior instanco, mon's garmonté,
lot mo givo it this vicys Horo aro somo of tho OPA pricos that I am talkiﬁg
aboute Undorshorts for mon, = I am only giving you tho lowost prigos =

aro pricod at 49 contse Business mon's shirts $1480; busincss mon's shirts,
tho larger sizo, $l.95; sport shirts $1e00; as to boys! garments, wash

suits, sizes 2-6, $1.,30; sport shirts and blousos, $1e05; short pants, $l.15;
long pantz #1.55. Womon's garmonts = slips 85 conts; night gom $1,95;
missos"and wopon's drossos $le95; womon's drossos, $2410; toon's end junior
drossos, 94440, ote. Vo mado o éurvoy in Now York and in Manhattan thore

arc voery little limitod stocks availablo of mon'sy womon's; boy's;.girl's and
childron's garmonts at OPA pricos, « vory littlo of thesoc. And thoso garmonts‘
that we aro talking about must have the pricc = tho labolod prico - sowed |

in tho garmont. That .doos not moan that garmonts over thoso pricos arg'

bloack market,
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No, it moans that thoy are cold nt n logitinase »rice, but that the supply
provided by OPA nnd the War Production Bonrd of low ond nodorate garments
doos nnt yot oxiste In Manhattan, infants' clothing is particularly scarce
and thore is n lack of children's pajomns apparont in all sizes. Bronx -
stocks in nll departronts arc oxceedingly low, but what there is, is in the
ncighborhood of OPA prices, but tho supply is very, very low, .Thero sceme
to be a conplete lnck of non's shorts in the Bron», Brooklyn - thoro is
very‘ little norchandise nvnilnable within this range vhere the pricoes have
boen fixod by OPA. Qucens - thoto ig consicornble lov=-priced norchandisc in
the various depnrtrent storcs, . That seens stronge. . We' found norc in Queens
than in the other four Boroughs, I an going to fot in touch with ¥r, Bowles
again Monday and inpress upon hin the need of low-priced nnd n.odcrnte—pricod
clothos f'or childron vonen and nen, I in ane broath the governngnt is
talking nbout holding the line ~nd preventing inflation nnd in tho neoxt thoy
let up or, aftor pessing a regulation, Ao not soe that anything is done

about it, thon we are in for serinus trﬂ.ubio. Thnt is why I have spent so
much tine today in telling you about it mnc hopo thnt by tho end of the
nonth, wo nny have sonc relif from sorio of thesc intolernble conditionsj
TAXT-TRIVER - Tt hng been brought to ny n.t'tc'mti‘cn thnt sono tnxicnd drivcré
VETERANS .

vho hnve served in the arned forces ~nd +ho hnve been dischnrged, are unnble
to obtnin their hnck-‘l’icenso ngrdn, Thnat is »bocnuso tho oxisting law wos
enactod before: the War ~nd these drivers disposed of thbir hack liconsos,
Connissioner Valentine has reconrended, and I havo npprovc-,;d, and n sending to
the Clty Council an ancndnent to tho existing law, to permit the 155 taxicab
drivers vho surrendored their licenses because they had entered the arned
forces, to receive bnck their hnck licenses, So, nen, if you have - littlo ‘
pobionce, I an sending this ovor md I an surc that tho Council =ill sive it

attention,

NEVSPAPER Herc is n ney rackcet, This is n hot onc. Talking nbout tio<in
TIE-IN SALES -

salos, I have severnl letters vhieh I reforred to Licensc

Cormissioner Paul Moss vhich stnté that cert~in noewsstmnds vill not soll a
Sunday "Tinesh or p "Hornld~Tribuneh unless the buyer will nlso trke a "oysh
or n "Mirrort, Well, I can undorstrnd tho diserinination on the vart of ronders
of the "Tinos"‘and the "Hornld-Tribunc", and Paul Moss has issued an ordor that

myone crught in n tio-in sale will 1o0sc his liconse ~nd I noecd not tell you

that Paul is not fooling, So, be on your gunrd,

(noro)
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LOAN SHARK Horo is anothor once Talking cbout loan sharls, thoy aro
PRACTICES ’
- ovon now ontieing young men who oro working, to mako loans ot
usurious ratos ¢f intorost = minors, boys undor 21 yoars of agose Anoth?r
vritos mo asking if tho boy has to pay ite The answor is No, of courso,
ho doos not havo to pay ite If any loan shark makos o loon to anyonc undor
tronty-cno yoars of ago, he doos not havo to pay its You just pload ‘
infancy and that is o complote bar to tho nctione If you go to the grocory
storo, and if you arc living alono and you aro undo? tvionty=ono yoors of
ogo, cnd they givo you food, cr nocessarice of life, thon you bavo to pay
tho valuc of that fcode But borrowing monoy from a loan shark, or ono of
+thoso ioan companios, whon you arc undor tvonty=-ono yoors of ago, is net o
valid contracte
RACING BAN Talking abtout loan sharks, I can not miss tho tin horne I
LIFTED .

havo not said anything about tinhorns toduy.. As'you kncw?
the tin horns, I alwnys say havo groet political influoncc, oh, a groat
dodl, - end you knovr tho ban on horse racing has boon liftod. I don't
Inovr if anyono cun got ony confort out of thate I figuro thot for ovory
theusond porsons who attond o horso raco in one day, it dolays for ton days
tho roturn of ton soldiors scrving in Europce Now, just multiply tho
. attondance by ono thousand overy day, or take o thousand of tho attondanco,
rmltiply it by ton and by ton, and you will sco tho numbor of dolayod days
for the roturn of votoranse But tho tinhorns havo strong political ine
fluonco all ovor tho countrys.

Talling about horse racing, this is goode "The fact romains
that herse racing is an oxponsivo form of gambling; also that gambiing is
tho ossonco of its boing and tho talk about improving tho bmumid is a quaint
old‘pioco of hoooye" That is in an oditoriale No, you aro wronge It is
not an‘oditorial from the othical, high-mindod "Christicn Scicnec Monitor,"

“bocavso I do not think that tho "™Monitor" Imews anything nbout horse racinge

But it is from a groat authority, in fact, tho officinl organ of tho tinhorn

end tho promiscuouse It is from an oditorial of tho "Now York Daily Novrs®
of Mey 12, 1945, and whon thoy talk about gombling, thoy spoak on ono subjoct
that thoy know and they love, and thoy protoet and ONCOUrngGe

Woll, it is past my timoe. I will havo a littlo mcre for you

noxt wooks

BQtionco and fortitud

ond
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SUNDAY, May R0, 1945

CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

TEXT OF MAYOR F. H. LA GUARDIA'S SUNDAY BROADCAST TO THE PEOPLE OF

NEW YORK FROM HIS OFFICE AT CITY HALL, MAY 20, 1945, BROADCAST OVER WNYC AT

1.00 P.Ms FOLLOWS:
Patience and Fortitude.

I A AN | Today is ™I AM AN AMERICAN DAY". This day was established
AMERICAN .
DAY by Congress, authorizing the President of the United States

to declare onc day in the year as "I AM AN AMERICAN DAY,"
and this was one of the last proclamations signed by our beloved Presidént,
Franklin Roosevelt. Now I will tell you what to do. You had better turn
off right now and go to Central Park, because you will find a much better
program there than what you vwill get if you stay at home and listen to me.
The ceremonies start at 2:30 sharp at Central Park on the Mall, and it is
2 very good progfam. Here are some of the numbers. Jane Froman, who you
will remember was in an airplane crash in Portugal on her way with «:'U. S. O.
troupe po entertain the troops, and thig is her first public appenrance,‘I
believe, since.her accident. She will sing the Star Spangled Banner.
Regina Resnick, the Brooklyn High School girl, who is now one of the stars
of the Metropolitan Opera, is also on the program. Mischa Elman will
give a vzolin solo., Of course, we all know Maestro Mischa, and that in
itself is very effective. We will also have Marion Anderson, who, I believe,

_has one of the finest voices God ever gave anyone. The main address

will bec made by our former Governdr, Herbert H, Lehman, who, as you know,
18 Dircctor~Goneral of the United Nations Relief and Rehnbilitation

Administration. I believe that he will have a very'tiﬁely and interesting

message. Then there will be a Sextebte from the Metropolitah Opera
Housel The Pledge of Allegiance will be given by the Honorable

Learncd Hand of the United States Circuit Court of Appeals. Igor Gorin
and n group of Metropolitan and City Center opera stars and massed bands
will rendor the "United Néetions on the March.® Now, I will tell you
vihnt to do. If you are really interested in what I am going to say,

you just turn off now, go to Central Park, and drop me a card and if wo

make 2 record of this talk today, we will send you a copy if you want it.

(more)
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Vell, the V'ar is noi over, isidt?Certainly nott The last
neve from the Pacific, although it shois that we are noving onvard,
geining every day, is costing lives, isn't it? Last Friduy morning vas ¢

rather gloomy breekfest at our house, I suppose it toa thrt “wey in million

of homes throughout the United Stutes vhen the news of the "Franklin" vas

rclesped, Just think = over 800 of our boys lost on one ship at that iime.
That in itsclf should bring home (o everyone of' us that we still have so
much to do. ‘e arc still ci tar cnd there showld be no let-dovm. Ve ere
still at war whth'h formidablc cnemy. 'There is no doubt as to the ultimate
and complete and glorious victory over the Japs. Just hov long it vill

take depends upon o good many factors. If Russia declares var ageinst
Japan, it would shorten the var and rould save many, meny lives. The liborty
loving pcople of the vorld arc anxiously aweiting.

AT Yos, I suppose I should telk ebout meat. Ycs, you know the meat
A1?1?:"1"'l':lyou did not got this weck und that you are not going to get noxt weelk.
It is not surprising to me and I o not believe that unything that has
happened comes as & surprisc to anybody vho knows enything about meet or the
cattle industry, It was to be expected, for the simple reason that the reg-
ulations vere mot reclistic and the price at the verious levels ignored
actual conditions. Now lot me ropeat aguine Vhy do we have OPA? Vhy do vie
have price éeilings and nrice control? ‘e have food control becouse the de=
mand for food is greater than the supply. And agein let me sey, it doos not
mean that vie erc producing less. e are producing more, but for the first
time in our history, more people tre getting enough to eat then ever before.
That in end of itselfl creates ‘such & greater demend that the increcsed prod-
uction is not sufficient. Vhers it is necessary to control +ihe distribution
of food, it scems necessery to control the prices, Othervisc, only ;uqoplu |
vho have a great deal of money would be able Lo buy food hence vie have price
control, Yhen everything ioes smoothly, vhen there is éufficient food for
cverybody, then, of course, it works well, But the test of OBA /nd the test
of the War Food A dministration is when therc is a crisis. If, cduringa
crisis or shortage of any siven commodity, therc is something rescmbling &
fair and equitable distribution vith the control of orices, then it is

suécesslul,
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But if it bronks demn, as it did in n wook, then, of course, it is anything
but succogsful. ¥hcrofore, agoin on behalf »f tho.grentost City in the
cowntry, soven and a half millign people of »~ur owm, and a food center
of nearly twelve millisn people, I call upon Viashington to be renlistic, and
t~ face the situation. It is nob cnough to give a headline that retail
prices are low. You know the mothers of New York cmnnot feed a headling to
théir childrcen. Ve undorst;nd that the problem wns difficult and novel, but
in tho face of the cxperience that we hove had and the many mistakes made, we
ask that there would be a realistic appronch.

For the past two weeks I have beon in touch with all parts of the

country, with men vho know something about the meat industry, with raisers
of live stock, with feeders and with slaughterers. We have met before and
we have been in commwmication before. You will remomber that some two years
ago, I attended n conference of livestock men and fecders out in Kansas City.
I renlized then that we had a greoat deal in common., They producecthe cattle
that welnéed and our interests are not conflicting at all, as some people
would try 8o make us believe. These men are pretty realistic and they warned
the government then that unless a practical plan was adopted there would be
a brenkdovn in the distribution ond thnt is cxactly vhat has happencd.
I went along with that plan then. You will remembep that they agreed not
to interfere with the retail price - in other words, the government would
astablish'a ceiling retail price. That being so, they felt that thero was
sufficicent margin and the situation vmuld take care of itself.

I havo selected from the various live stock men, feeders, slaughterers
with vhom I have been in touch during the past two wecks, representatives from
| Missouri, Towa, Colorads, Oklahomz, New Mexico, Nebraka, Wyoming, Indiana,
Texag, Michigan, Illinois, and California, Most of these represent assoc-
iations, 5o that we have 2 vory gnod cross section »f the entire meat
industry. Seven of the fourteen ngreed that the shortage wng caused by
burcaucratic red take and inexperienced administrative authorities. Thirteen
dufinitely agreed that OPA has ignored the effect of pricing on production
and merkoting, Thirtcen als» agreed that th~ basic cause of the shortage is
thnt feed lots ~re not nperating because OPA had deliberately discouraged'

them. As a result cattle are mnrketed off the grass, resulting in lower
wolghts nnd quality. Too many calves were killed last fall, By now they

wiould have weighed twice as much, There is too small o differential in

price betveen grades »f cattle. At the very beginning, ten of the fourﬁeeﬁ

representatives of cattlemen and feeders in the several states predicted .

(more)
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that Directive 41 -~ that 1s the Ten Point Plam, vhich, if you vill remember
I told you about c month ago and vhich went into effect the early part of
May =~ would be ineffective, and they werc right. G§ix are insistent that
dircet or indirect subsidics ore not vanted, Six, on the other hand, zgreed
that the kind of subsidy given has been ineffective, It does not recognize
the proper normal price grade re}ationship, particulsrly in regard to the
feeder, Six recognize thot ceilings should be adjusted in order to reagtore
the proper normal price grade rclationship, and six are pessimistic for the
present, They feel that no matter what happens the aiiuat.ion vill not im-
prove until the fall and that three months after that ve vill be in enother
crisis very much as vo ere at this time,

I have explained beforc just vhat a fceder is, I believe it is
vorth while repeating becausc it is so important to us. You see a feeder is
a sort of menufacturer of meat, He goes out énd buys the cattlc on the
range in the southviest, snd far wost und brings it into the midwest. Ile
puts thesc cattle into lots vwhon they are rangy cnd skinny and starts o
feed them, This has been developed vith o science so that g;.ven the proper
feed they kmot: exactly hoy many pounds of meat can be put, in a given time,
on a head of cattle, And this they do. ![DomVt:you sec that imcreascs the
quantity of meat that we got, However, in the last fev months, oh, perhaps
in the last year, a larger percentage of this rangy, skinny cattle has been
going direct from the slains to the slaughter house, and we have been gotting

less meat, and, of course, the quality is not as good. So the feeder situn-

tion is one that ve consumers in the City did not fully recognize or wder-

stand until the present meat crisis,

I havecbeen vorking vith u greet meny in tue industry - slaughter-
ers, middlemen, vholesalers, rctailers and the big peckers, too, and the
chain stores, We are going to study this last Plen vhich vas announced, I
think, yesterday by Mr, Vimson, Don't you sec, 1t recognizes thut something
was wrong and it edds o little more here wnd a little more there and it keeps
on piling up and yet it does not 7o to the root of the evile As 2 retail
butcher said lhe other day -~ hc vas not an economist you know or a college
professor, the kind that we have now tryinzs to tell us vhat to do about meat -
-- that they sre giving us half an ownce of blood plasme then t.'e‘ need a pint
and they might as well give us the pint all =t once,

One of the first things that I recomnended and ihich has been only

: partia;ly granted, is that the Ammy — and by the Army I meen all Government
buying that is lor the Army, Nuvy, Lend Lease - should pay the cost of the /
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meat, Concededly thoy arc not nov prying the cost. VWhen we go oub and buy

a battleship, or an airplane, or a tank, the governmont pays vhat it cosbs

with a mark-up, doesn't L7 Of course, it doess It could not get it other-
wigso, Woll, they should do the samo with meat. Ment should be purchased under '
11l of tho requirements. They know the nctunl cost because it can be figured
from the cost of tho animal »n the hoof and, with a mark-up, they shsuld pay
accordingly, That will deduct from the 40% remaining, a great deal of the

coat which the consumer must now pay.

Also, the red print ration gsystem must be cm'qstantly integrated with
tho nvailablo meat supply. We took that up in Kansag City twn years ago.
Giwen n supply of meat the value of the neet should be so regulated that
gveryonc gets his share of me.t_zt. That 15 11 that the American people want -
to get their just share. And, of course, it must be separated from fats, such
ag butter, checese and shortoning. It does not belong there at all.

Then, here is another one. Thig is not good for me to say, but you
know me, vhen thero is something I have to say I am going t~ say it. T got

along 21l this time without being afraid, so I am going to say it right now.

Ment sold in public enting places, such as hotéls and restaurants, should be

rationed so that when you eat meat there, you will have to give up a certaih :
amount »f points. Don't you see how unfair it is under the present system?‘
Herc ig o family that can afford t» g> out two or throe times A week, they go
out twy or three times o week and eat meat in a restourant or hotel, vhile
another family that canmot afford to ¢n out - just camnot get along at all.
That is vhy too much meat is now going to pu’blic enting places in -ur City
and ve have no record of it. I am, thercforc, going to suggést a plan
wﬁereby the meat consumed in public cating places will be rationed.

Yle belicve that at this stage and for some time to come, prultry
sught tn be rationed, and not with meat prints, They ean use one of the

unidcntificd gbamps nnd nllocate that 4o poultry, so that we can get a better
distribution of poultry.

And, then, of course, hcre in New York City I have had splendid
eroperaticn,  We have had meatless Tuesdays and Fridays. Nawlook here,

Washington, you told me it wns good and you said that you approved of it,
and you said that it helped a great deal. Well, it does. Now, Washington,

you our;hi{ to do the same for the rest of the country.. D't be afrald, you
fellows are in for three years. VWhat are you afrald »f if you are gring to
. do the right thing? I was never afraid., I managed all right., You know it
is nocossary, Just dosignabe meatless Tuesdays and Fridays for the rost of

the country, and nlso the dnys thet rebail and vholesale meat stores con
(more) .
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stay open, tnd that vould help u groai deal,

| I am not going to bore you nov vith details of our plan because
they are rather involved, but I will glve then to you after we present them
to Washington. 0f course, € are going to vatch the nev Vinson Plan und sce
how it works, but I do mot think that you will need oxtre toothpicks —- I
do not think that you will got cxtra meat for some f,ime to comes
m The p“oultry situation is very bad. Ve ore vatching sll poultry
shipments coming into the City, e confiscated 3,500 nounds the oth er day
and vetched 12,000 pownds being sold at ceiling prices. You kmow, you meke
some of these fellovs sell «t ceiling prices end it hurts more than going to
jail, That 1s very zood work on the purt of the Department of Markets.

. Well me have »resented & plan znd ve ere csking and pressing the
var Pood Administration to be rcelistic in poultry tco. There 1s a range
_betvieen vhat the farmers get and the retail ceiling price at vhich poultry
must be sold, but it must be flexible within that remge so as to meet local
conditions and I hope that Washington vill see that in time,

Of course, x;e are still hindered with the chiselers® law —- you know
the law that compels us to hold Court in every Borough, Ve are still some
1,620 cc;ses behind because of thet end I may have to appoint some extra
Magistrates to catch wp and we vure going to do it, ¥e are not going to

_ glve any comfort to violators of the lew, _

The Sheriffs Office proscnted facts to the Federal Court on the
B. & M, Poultry Co, Inc, .and they verc fimed %2,000, Hr., Sol Blum, not vthe
Congressman nark you, but the manager of the B, & M, Poultry Co, was glven
six vecks in Jall, end Sem ilargolis, n salesman, wag given four \'rpeks in jail,

LOW-COST I ta lked to you about clothes, and there were some headlines
CLOTHING ' '

regpr:fi-.ﬂ -clothes for u couple of months, but no chesp clothes yet. There

' ought to be some coming along in & month or two, I was promised these
clothes the first of iprils Remember last week I told you abo;zt nen's shirts,
A‘{.'ell, it so happons that Jacob Potofsky, the Vice~President of the Amalgamated
Clothing ¥orkers Union, was here listening to my broadcest and he toid ne thai
they were very anxious to manufacture these cheap shirts but that they eould
not get the textiles, Now, W,P,B, that is up to you to see that they get the
textiles. HNo fooling about this, Do not kid me vhen I go to Washington end
say, "Nov, Mejor, you go back to Now York and say that you are going to get
shirts at 41,40 and 82, |




"

What are you talking about, I have a shirt -n right here which my wife bought
tho othor day. Woll, it eost ovor $5. and it hng no stitchine down the front
vhon you butt-n it and no stitching in the eollar ab all,  with my salary

I can afford 1%, bub look here, thore arc a lot of people vho cannot afford
t7 buy shirts at over $5. and s plain a shirt .ns the Mnyor »f the City of
Now Yark is willing to wear. S» WPB it iz up t» you ¢~ see that these

poople get the textilesy, Will you?

e made ~ survey »f low price cotton garments and found a searcity
in all five Boroughs, Children and infants do bettor thon adults but there
are fow pajaars enld night gouns, excopt for the very young. There are very
few girls' slips and not nany dresses and ploy suits. In women's garmcnﬁs,
there is great searcliy of everything - no slips to speak of, no pajamas,
no nightgovns ma very few low cost cotton dresses. There is alsq a greab
scarcity of cottons and ginghams by the yard. MNothers can help themselves
by meking clothes for the kiddies, but they just eannot get the materials.
In men's garments, the only things easily found are sport shirts, but not
at the lowest OPA price that I gave you last week. Some Boroughs seem to
have béttcr sbock than others. Brooklyn and Staten Island seem worst off.
In some sectiong of bath Bornughs thers is practically nothihg m the
shelves in lower priced garments. Bronx stores are particularly short on
boys! sport shirts, pants and blouses and there is only a moderate supply
of girls' things. In Queeng therc is a fair amount of women's dresses but

a small supply of girls' clothes - both pants and shirts. Here is some-

thing unusual, we did find nne store vhere therc was a good supply of
lov-priced cotton garments with distinctive labels, and in some ingbtances
garr;ncnts selling at less than OPA ceiling priées. This is pretty risky

but I 2m going to try it. The report scys that in sharp emtrast with

the other stores, Norton's at 34 West 14 Street is faifly well sup;alied, in
all sizes, and vithin OPA price range. All bear distinctive labels and

in mony inspances, the sale price is lower then OPA, The morchandise is
well made and of fairly good quality. Large reserve stock. I do not know
whether I am starting s-mething for Norton's but I hope you have the stuff
and that the repo;-t is correct, I supposc I will be criticized for plugging
this store. ‘Well, maybe so, bubt I will tell you what I will do. Any store

that has a good supply of low priced garments for children or dresses for

wonen and girls within OPA low ceiling prices, I will be glad to mention

your store and give the address because there is such need at this time;,’j;ﬁ”

(more)
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Talking sboul dresges «nd clothes and houschold things, the
YpB, according o the press, 1s revoking its control on ¢ long list
of civilian products, From the press 'relec‘ao vhich I road, the |
omnibus ordor of ¥FB cxpunged controls on 1,200 civilian items, Dut 1listen
to this, get this, vill you? I could not belicve it was so vhen I read it,
The release itemizes "pin-ball machincsg, coin-operated vrmusement doevicos
and the so-colled 'onc-armed bandits! -- slot mechines for geming®, Those
vords were quoted right in the New York Times. It is not the Hayor using
foul lanmuege to describe gumblers -- it is from the dignified Nev York
Times, Lot me repeat it. "'O:ie~armed bandits? -~.slot muchines for gaaing,"
0f course, I cxoneratc Communder Kimg and the higher officicls of YPB., In
the midst of 1,200 items, I do not think that they noticed it, but I huve
alve ys sald that there were some erooked little tinhorng around 'PB bocause
they alvays got a breek. iir. Donald Nelson looked into il for me at one
Hme and I think that he did teke @ couple of then out., But you knov anyone
vio manufactures crooked ganbling machines must be crooked, and if they are
crooked I bet that they have some in store, Look here, Commissioner Valen-
tine, keep your eyes open mab the first one that comes in snd listen, do not
have any of our men injure themselves in picking it uwp., You knov, just roll
into the station house and mark it for identification. Do not let them
get a start,
CANCER The woek before last I told you about sigming & contract with
HOSPITAL "
the lenorial Hospital for e City Cancer Hospital. I reccived several sug-
gestlons for the name of this Custodiel Cancer Hospital and I think that the
suggestion of calling it "The Doctor James Eving Hospita 1" is excellent.
Dr. Eving did e great deal in cancer research during owr time and'I think
that that is an appropriate name,
Eg?igg L Last veek I signed another agrsement for the City with
HOSPITA L Columbia University end Presbyterian Hospital, Columbia University
and the Hospital will zive the City the land for a Tropical Diseuse Hospital
and a great Health Research Institute and « Hospital Research Institute,
I am telling you all these things because thege are the big things that the
politicians do mot understend, and I am getting the City committed and tied
up so that no matter vhat happens thoy 1ill have to go through with this
progressive progrem, I am very grateful that ve could sign this agreement
with the Presbyteriah Hospital end Columbia University, They will nominate
and select the staff for the Tropicel Disease Hospital which will be admins

istered and operated by the Department of Hospitels, end also that part of

the beds for the Medicel Research Institute,

- lOTe -

1




"T M I will toll yu of these things from time t~ time. I think
TELLING -
YOU Novm this will be a grod plan, dm't yous, I am gring t~ dictate

memoranda from time to time -~ let us enll thom "I am Telling ysu Now Memoranda" -
I will “ictate them on the air so that you can hear them now ~nd then and we
will make n sound reeord of thome I will deposit -ne in the Municipal

Reforonce Library ant T will deposit twn ar throc »f these rceords elsewhere

and vhen the time comes, in two, three, four or maybe ten yenrs from now, you
ean Just pick them -ut nnd soy, "La Guardia t71d you so."

BUS TERMINAL ~ Now, for instonée tainy. You know che trouble we have been
POLICY '

having with traffic, especially in rid-tovm M;mhattan. A
groat deal of that trouble in nidtown is cousced Ly busoé. Because »f this
the policy of the City is for all of these bus Serminals to be west of Eighth
Avenuo. (Listen, Morris Novik, make a record, o sepnrnte record of this so
that we have i%.) ALl bus terminals must be wesy 5o Eighth Avenue. In other

words, all buses chat come in from New Jerscy or out of town must deliver and

take on their passengers at terminals west of Eighth Avonue, We worked

out an agbeement with the Port Authority. The Port Authority will construct
the terminals, under an arrangement with the City of New York, so that every-
thing vwill be guided thez_'e and n? out of towm buses will come east of |
Eighth Avenue. You know, some ~f thesc buses have bad habits. You know vhat
I mean. They have always been able to kind of get the right connections -
get it - connections, in many citics - many of the big éities. The Greyhound
1s -me of them. You thought I would not mentiwn‘ it. Of course I would,
Greyhound always gebs everything they want anyvhere they go, but not in

Now York, Greyhound, not while I am Mayor, y»u won't. So the Greyhnund ié
kind of bucky. Ve had them going but after I am~unced that I would not run
for Mayor, they backed out and said they wanted t» go on 34th Street, north
of Pennoylvenin Station. You can.imagine vhat these great big Greyhound
buses vould do up there on 34th Street. So, ywu watch that vhen I am not
here. You just wntch it and do not let them put it over.

IT%QN%%IEJM Incidentally, talking ai)out mid-tovn, a great many property
m © novmers have nsked me about this mid-town tunnel from the 38th
Streot Tunnel on the east side to 38th Strect the west side. T will be

very fronk with you, That has been discussed and studied for some time, I

have studied plan after, plan for the past ten years. That tunnel is not
possible today, tomorrow, or the day after tomorrow. No, it is tno costly,
it involves 2 great many engineering problems. Just think, we have three
layers of subways nt one point in mid-tovm and the run is t1o short, You

(more)
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dip down o deep that it is very difficult to ramp out. The liatest talk
is just bunk about putting elevators in mid-town and lifting the cars out on
eleva{;ors. That is impractical and costly. I do not say that sometime a
tunnel may not be built, but do not plan on it for the next 25 or %0 years--

I will be perfectly frank about that,

NURSE We have beon having a very difficult time in our hospitals,
‘ stg%lgmm and in all hospitals in the City, in getting or keeping our nurs-
ing staffs, and you cannot have a hosp:.tal withovt nurges., The nurses that
have been in our City hospitals have rendered great and patriotic service.

You must widergtand that there is ne glamer, thore is no uniform, there is

no drama or exciteument in working in a Cilty honital, I want to express my

thanks and gratitude, cnd thet of the peoplo ot the City of New York, to
the thousands of nurses who have remained on the 1cb, Wo are so short now ~,,""..;~.
that it is reolly the cause of great anxict; and verry to me and to

. Dr. Bernecker or the Department of Hospitals. I have taken the matter up

‘ mth the Comrmissioner and the Director of the Budget and the minimum pay
for nurses without maintenance will be fixed at $l,800. That means t.hat
the nurses that are now in the cmploy of the City, without naintenzmce,

- gotting less than that, will be brought up to $1800 and that the entrance
pay for nurses will be $1800; .fhe minimwu’ 3&ldry for head nurse will be
$1860; WardiInstructor $1860 and Chief Nurse $2160. I have also recommended
to the Director of the Budget that the salaries of the Assistant Superin-
tendent of Nurses and Superintendent of Nurses be incrcased $120 above their
prosent rates in order to maintain a proper differential., In addition, the
Semi-annugl increment of $60 effoctive as of July 1lst is to be increased %o
§120. We are in need of nurses, I hope that this will be a partial
recognition of the services rendered by this faithful grouwp end that other
nurses will apply for appointment in the City hospitals. We nced your

services very badly.
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PHYSICAL Here is nn intercsting mnnsuncement I have been ngked t9 make
g‘r}:{_rg%mm b+ the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis., Here is

an opportunity t» train in osrder 45 2id wounded galdiers
averesme their hoandieaps and - teach crippled children to wnlk sagain - that
is, to become a physical therapist. .Thcro are scholarships apen vhich
include maintenance, bioks and nine t+ twolve months' tuition at such
approved ingtitutions as Stanford University, University of Iown, Horvard
Medical Schosl and the Hnayn Clinic in Minncsnta. In order t- qualify you
must be a graduate of n approve’ schoasl -7 vhysicnl aduzatison or nursing
or have copleiond ov- guars of e-llcge, inceludang e¢s2vsed in binlogy and
other bnsic stiences. Herc is o grat, coportunity 3ir rou have the required
cducational gualificationa. Aftor y»u have the training, you are not bound
¥~ accept any specific employment, y-u ars frec t~ practice anyvhere you want.
If you cen qualify and yau are intercsted, yu nay gtobe tho fact that you
heard this munouncenunw bauouse I have asked the No#i wnal Foundation of

Infantile Par-ly-ic io reserve a certain mumber -f sciolarships for those who

might hear {uis .ppeal s» that they will not be left ~ut. 8o, if you have
the qualifications, the aidress is the National Foundation for Infantile

Paralysis, 120 Broadwny, New York 5, N.Y, If you did not get the address
write to me and I will forward it on,
P.A.L. D2 not forget the PAL., We need dsllar memberships and we -

want 100,000 members. I vant t~ cxpross my thanks to 7
Mr. Vilem J. Klyne, 34-18 Northern Boulevard, Long Island City, who sent me

100 memberships, Thig PAL is the organizetion that provides recreation and
welfare activities in all sections of the City for the children who are

not otherwise provided for. 8o just send $1 for that.
%ggggm ‘The Merchant Marine has a Maritime Training Ship called the |
EXHIBIT "Cape Frio® docked at Pier 4, at the foot of Fulton Street,
right below the Brooklyn Bridge, in Brooklyn. It is open all day today, tomorrow
and Tucsday. You have heard §7 much about the Merchant Marine, you have heard
85 nuch nb-ut Lib.erty Ships, you have heard so much about our transports, so
herc is an opportunity to see the training and to see a typical ship of »ur
Haerchant linrine dawn at Pier 4.

Well, I am a little over time now. I have to rush to
Contrnl Park. Comon, I will meet you at Central Park at the "I AM AN AMERICAN
DAY® celebration.,

Patience and fortitude,

i







/731

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SUNDAY, MAY 27, 1945

CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

TEXT OF MAYOR F. H. LA GUARDIA'S BUNDAY BROADCAST TO THE PEOPLw OF
NEW YORK FROM HIS OFFICE AT CITY HALL, MAY 27, 1945, BROADCAST OVER WNYC AT
1:00 P,M, FOLLOWS:

Patience and Tortitude.

IQKYO :
QQME;QQ Well, we certainly pasted Tokyo in the last few days, didn't we?

ind, did you notice, we bombed the Imperial Palace. Lo the
Chief Monkey has finally learned that we are not afraid of the "ion of the
Sun." If I were not on the air, I would tell you what kind of a son he is.
This news is exceedingly grateful'to me becauge when I was on short wave, I
was always forbidden from saying anything disregpectful about the Emperor.
Well, he got 1t good this time. Good work, hoys, keep it up. Keep up this
pace and Japan will gsoon know that they have sométhing to learn from the

Germansg, that is, to quit in time.

o~

ERANRLI By the way, talking about Japan, We went with the children
| to & movie the other night and éaw a newsreel of thé"U.S.S..
Erénklin." It is the most remarkable picture I have ever seen. If you have
not seen it, be sure to o to your neighborhood theatre and if they do not ’
have it, ask for it - I think it is releaped by the Navy, so they ought to

have it., "Zvery American should see that picture,

829
E;HIELE Talking about bombing Tokyo, have you ever seen a B-29? Well,

you have a chance to see one today, 1f you &0 this af'ternoon
to the Army Transport Section of the Municipal Ai;port at North Beach in
Q¢ uveens, where there is a [-29 on exhibit. It is the fourth anniversayy of
the Army Transport Corps and you will see one of the most remarkable planes
that has ever been built. I would say that it is sort of a combination of
heavy artillery, cruiser and flying fortress, all on wings. Iou will see
what an intricate piece of machinery it is. 1 undergtand from Colonel

Gillespie that visitors will be permitted to go into the cockpit.
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If you think that there is not enough there to keep thqse boys busy, just

ask how many electric motors there are on that plane, and about the checkup

- that must be made before they start. The list of the various instruments and
the various parts of the machine that must be checked 1is 80 long that you
cannot even memorize it. Here is your chance to see a real, honest-to-goodness
B-29, just the kind that the boys flew over Tokyo only two nights ago. It

is at the Army Transport Section of the Municipal Airport.

DEMOBILIZATION You will remember that last week we demobilized the Air
%%%E AUXILIARY Wardens and other Volunteer Services. I believe that we

| have to demobilize the Auxiliary Fire Corps by June 20.

I am issuing the demobilization order tomorrow to Commissioner Walsh. This
is necessary because allklinbility for injury, which was carried by the
United States Government, has been withdrawn. The next thirty days will give
the Department an opportunity to make dinventory of the property and to
prepare for proper demobilization ceremonics. I will confer with Commissipher
Walsh and we will have demobilization ceremonics ut the end of the month,
This Corps has certainly rendered a very, very splendid ;nd useful service,
They turned out regularly on fires and have taken regular tours of duty.
Knowing how coqtagious it is I guess.a great many of these boys will stick
léound the fire houses for a long, long time to come. I rescrve the

pleasure of extending the thenks of the Mayor and of the People of the City
of New York when we have the demobllization ceremonies,

%%%g%%ézggg I wont to express thanks to the many, many people who
NON-CANDIDAGY have written me since I announced that I would not.

l run for re-election. I am going to ~nswer all of

the letters, but I want to say that it will take severnl months before we‘
can get them nll answered. In the meantimey, I want you to know that I
appreciate your kindness and your kind thoughts. It was that sort of

support that made 1life bearablec dovm here all of these years. So before

the end of the year I hope to have thom all acknowledged.

(more)
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GUEENS Well, Mrs. Queens Housewife, thanks for that big hug and kiss,
HQUSEWIFE :

Yes, sir, that did me a lot of good, It was delivered very
timely the other day by one of Postmaster Goldman's boys. I am glad that you
understénd what we are trying to do to lick the chiselers and the Black
darket. There are some housewives that do not quite understand it and these
thieves and chiselers have adopted the technique of the old bootlegger. Ilou
remember the racketeer, the criminal bootlegger, who used to have his
spokesman say, "You can get all the liguor you want if the *Bullst would
leave us alone." Fell, I am not going to permit that condition to groﬁ in
New York City on food and there are a great many who understand it.

MEAT I would say that the meat situation is reaching a complete
SURVEY

breakdown. The government is making sincere efforts to meet
the situation but the distribution system of meat seems to have reached the.
point where a comélete breakdown is not at all impossible. The survey that
I have been making among cattle men and feeders has reached twenty-sisx
prganizations throughout the country and I think we have covered the entire
éountry. Their views seem to be very much in agreement as to the causes of
our present disrupted distribution in the meat industry and their sugggetions :
to cure the present situation are alsc similar., 1 have worked very hard this
week on it, I would say that I put most of the time during the entire week '
on the study of this problem. We have made an analysis of the congensus

- of opinion and this represents the views not only of the men who raise the
cattle on the ranges, but those whc feed them in the feed-lots, packers,
slauahterefs, reﬁéilers, and, of course, the consumers.

I am going to Washington tomorrow. There have been changes as you

know, so it is going to be a little difficult to get all the information.

before the new officials are adjusted in their new offices. One great step,‘ = J.Lf;':'

of course, i1s the merging of the powers of the War Food Ldministration

with that of the Department of A riculture. You know I have been pleading

for that for many years. The next step is to place price fixing,Anow'the; _ w

¢

function of OPA, in thet same Department.
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The plan was complcted yosterday. We worked nll weck, day and night, on it,
and I believe that we have been able to make a pretty good diagnosis of the
gituation nnd to present concrete suggestions. Of course, we did all sorts
of things. For instance, onc recommendation was that we ought to have more
slaughter houses. The trouble is that we have too many slaughter houses. You |
-cannot eat a housé, but you can.eat moat. However, what we need is better
control of the slaughter ﬁouses, the abolition of black market slaughter
houses, the opportunity for cooperative slaughtering or group slaughtering and
a renlistic understanding and approach to tﬁe fact that no dealer can stay in
business if he losegs so much money per pound of meat.
TIMES EDITORIAL There is a very good editorial in the New York Times today
RE: SLAUGHTER - :
HOUSES on slaughter houses. I was glad to see this editorial in
' the Times. Therc have been two editorials in the Times on .
meat that have been as good as their news gervice on food is bad and vicious.
I do not believe that eny one source has created more confusion and more
disregord for serious efforts to distribute meat in our City then the New York
Timps food news items. One of them, you know, was plented - absolutely
planted - and I tookvthe trouble to tell Mr. Sulzberger about it. Mr.
Sulzberger, you know, owms the Times, (since breoadcasting I have been inforﬁéd
that Mr. Sulzberger is thg publisher of the Times)1 But the article appeared.
There wns not a true statement in it. If was planted. We knew the source of '
it, and yot they used it. So, I just cannot understand it. The New York
Times's two cditorials on meat were very good but their food items continue -
td be very in ffective and absolutely no good, snd not meaning any good, I i
am afroid. R
POULTRY The poultry situntion has really broken dovm and you can éce‘

BLACK MARKET
that poultry today is about in the same situation as liquor

was in at the hcight of the racketeer era during prohibition, I am going to
fight it. No sir, I am not going to let that happen. We are not going to
let the poultry business get into the bootleg stage. Oh, remember what it
was 25 or 30 years ago. Remember, it was in the hands of the racketcers.

You remembor what it was when I took ~ffice. The racketeers up in the Bronx o

9

ond around the poultry markets said we could not do anything. Couldn't we? ;

(more)
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Lidkwe faﬁ them out of that market? Yes, sir, and we sent some of those
bums to jail, too. &o do you know what they are doing? They are getting
some well-meaning people, some ver, fine citizens, to approach the (ommis-
sioner of Markets and in all gincerity ask him not to enforce the laws,

' because‘they could not get chickens. Now, after twelve jyears, does anybody
for a moment think that I am goin, to fall for a trap like that? I know
that these people are well-meéninb but just stop and consider what you are
suggesting. Lo you think I am going to stand idly by and see families

robbed at 1. and $1.25 a pound for poultry? Lo, sir - and, Commissioner

Brundage, double your vigilance. That is the answer. 1 am also going to

tell Chester Lowles in Washington about some of the sources of the inspira-
tion of the sug;estion that we should not enforce the laws of the United
States, the laws of the State of New York in relard tc poultry. ior instancé,-
in a nearby town, live poultry was selling wholesale at ﬁﬁenty—one cents a
pound more than the ceiling, price; which meant from fifty to sixt, cents above -
ceiling price at retail. Of course, it is under the control of the raéketeeré.
Now, WFA, has simply not been helpful in poultry. 1 am going to have a veryb
plain taik in Washington, if 1 can, on this poultry situation. 1 am not com-
plaining about what the ,rmy is taking. All we ask ig that local conditions |
be recognized su that New Iurk City can get its fair and equitable share of
the poultr; over and above that of the Lrmy requirements.
LOV_PRICED Low priced parments are very scarce, 1 am not satisfied with
GARMENTD .

the situation at all. 1 am ,oing to take that up in Washington
too, if I can. [Remember last week, I did announce a store that had low
priced garments. I anncunced that after & very careful survey had Been made:
by our volunteer shoppers cf C.D.V.O, Cince then I have received several .
letters and many of them stated that "ie. too have a store where our values
ocn low priced goods are just as terrific and perhaps even more so." lLell,
- i went to one of these stores myself - very quietly. 1 thought that 1
would get éwa: with it. &ome one recognized me there, I think it was the
boss. 1 was looking around, browsin, around, and they did have some low
priced garments for children, but the price tag was clasped cn; it was not
sewed in, and it <id not have the official OPA priée. L di¢ not think that
the material was good - of éourse,'you cannot pet very good material now at

‘low prices - and I ¢id not think thuat the quantity was enough,
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LOW-PRICED I will t0ll you what I propose to do. I want to be fair to
CLOTHING
CERTIFICATES overybody and not because I want to help the stores. Of course,
they are always entitled to cooperation from the City Government
but: I do want to be helpful to the families that need low-priced clothes for
children, for the housewife, and even for men. Of course, you know, that
not everybody in New York is getting war wages. We have hundreds of thousands
of families whose incomes are just about vhat they were before the var and I
want to help them. Obviously, if these low-priced garments come in I cannot
- sbart mentioning all names but T will do this. If any store has a good
supply of low oriced garments with the price on o label thqt is sewed on the
ggrmont -~ I au .iot concerned with the high priced garments, bécause the
people who can afford to pay for them can take care of themselves - and
they will let me know, I have arranged with Mr, Grover Whalen, vho is the
Chairman of the C.D.V.0, to send voluntecr shoppefs to make a survey and
investigation, They will price the garment, they will test the material and
~they will check on the supply. We will then give n certificate, good for a
week or two woeks, according to the supply, and the store will be free to use
the ecertificatc which will show that in a survey made the prices and quality
conform with OPA regulations and prices. I will sign that certificate and
it may be used publicly or in advertising the goods. I think that would be
helpful. |
fggiigﬁg HOUST ‘I have some rea} good news, the kind of news that I just like
PROGRAM to talk nabout, the kind sf news that really makes this job
worth wvhile. It just makes these bigmouthed, useless
politicions insignificant - just makes them insignificant. I had o very
pleasent meeting Friday in my office, with the City Planning Commission and
the New York City Housing Authority. This is the result of months and months
and nmonths of work in planning our complecte low-cost housing program for after
the war, A final agreement has been rcached between the New York City
Housing Authorlty and the New York City Planning Commlss1on, with my approval
on a $95,000,000 Program of ten new low rent housing projocts for the City
of New York. Now, wait a minute, ten is not all, because you ain't heard

nothing yet. J ust put ten dovn. And remember, this is in addition to the

fourteen housing un;ts which were completed during the last nine years at a

cost of $85,000,000. These fourtecn are in cxistence. People are living in

(more)
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them. Not just talk, you know, not politician talk, but people living in them -
beautiful, cheerful, sanitary apartments at low cost. In addition tb the ten
new ones 1 told you about, we already have prepared in our post-war proiram
thirteen other projects for which financing has been arranged and plans have
been completed or are under way, having an estimated cost of 4120,000,000.
LRemember that ie for the Lillisn Wald Houses, the Brownsville Houses, the
dorrisania, the Abraham ~incoln, the Marcy Houses, the Cowanus Heuser j jthe
Gowanus Houses 2, the Jnmes Weldon Johnson Houses, the Governor tmith Houses,
the Astoria Houses, the _elrose Houses, the Jacob Riis Houses, and the Llliott
Houses. That is a total of +120,000,00C. We have the land, money, plans are
cempleted, and we are read, to start when the war is over and materials are
available,

Luring the last session of the State Legislature, Governor Dewey

approved legislation authorizing an additional $35,000,000 bond issue, with

appropriate subsidies, for public heusing. This le,islation requires a refer-

endum and will ceme before the people for approval at the general electioﬁ '
this fall, That is why 1 went to mention it today. 1 am poing to take the
stump in favor of the referendum and we will have to ask our good friends up-
state to help us, becauge Up-State, as yet, has not become as low-cost housing
minded as we are, and there i3 a sort of an indifference tc it, Our job is

| to get as many up-State votes for the bon¢ is sue as will be cast in the City -
against it, and in that w:y we are sure to carry it., I am glaé I will have
something good to talk about in the coming election.

The New Lork City Housing Authority will make application to the {tate
Livision of Housing, for financial assistance for the construction of three new
prcjects to be paid for with this additional money. So out of the £35,000,000
we hope to get enough money for three additional new projects. One will be
located in the lower'east side of Janhattan, between Pike Street and Jdontgomery
Street; another in the run down area to the west of the irooklyn Navy Zerd.
411 Brooklynites know how welcome this unit will be in that locaticn. The
third will be located in what is probably the most deteriorated section of
Harlem, the blocks Just northeast of Central Park, between Flfth Avenue anc

Park 4Lvenue. It is where I lived for over ten years.
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In addition to the $35,000,000 which I hope will be approved by

the people of tho State, I anticipate that we will get something like
$60,000,000 of Federal funds which will be awailable for housing after the war.
I ostimabe $60,000,000 from my talks with the Members of the House and of the
Senate and I am very hopeful of that program. The projects t» be submitted

to Federal authorities are an addition to the existing Vliadeck Housges in -
Manhattah; an addition to the existing Kingsborough Houses; an addition to
the Brownsville Houses, which is part of our post-war program; an addition to
the S-uth Jamaica Houses in Quecng and three new projects, onc at Tinton Avenue
'ahd 163rd Street, Bronx; one in the Hammel section of the Rockaways,lQueens,

and one to the west of Thomas Jefferson Park in upper Manhattan. So, then, we

have fourteen projects going, thirtecen finnneced with land acquired, plans
. \

completed or about to be completed, three State, and seven more Federal, for
a total of thirty-seven Housing Projects in the City of New York which will

house from forty-gix to forty-nine thousond, one hundred and forty-two families.

- Now, isn't that worth vhile Don't you sce why the abuse of those cheap
politicians, the friends of Costello and Frank Erickson means nothing. ‘hat
counts 1s the satisfaction »f kmowing that over forty-six, or forty-eight, or

forty-ninc thousand families'in the City of New York are taken out of tho dunps,
taken out of old, insanitary?firo-trap tenement houses, and put into cheerful,

pleasant dwellings at prices that they can afford,

PRIVATE This is about all of the money that will be in sight for some
HOUSING

PROJECT tine to come and, therefore, the balance of the rehabilitation

of run down areas must be financed by private funds. A good
start has been macde in this direction with Stuyvesant Town, Manhattan, costing
about $55,000,000, Cooper Village, Manhattan, costing about $13,000,000,
Riverton Houses in Harlem costing about $6,000,000 and the Civic Center
Housing in Brooklyn, costing ab-ut $5,725,000. Therc arc -several other
projects now under consideration by Saving Banks and Insurance Companies, and
it is cxpected that they will take larger responsibilities in this field. The
City will continue to give its vhole hearted cooperation to such projects.
Since I talked to you some time ago Savings Banks really arc doing sonething
along these lines. Sone »f the Savings Banks have not yet opencd their eyaes,

for instance, the Emigrant Savings Bank., Emigrant Savings, take ny advice,

(more)
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you are scting wisely. You knew, I mi_ht make an inventory of the »roperty
that you have, or had, so you had better Join the procession ana do your
duty as a public institution. That is what Savings Banks are, public
institutions. The rents in these privately constructed and operated dwell-
ings range from $12.50 to $14. a month per room.
ﬂ%_AM 1 am going to add & paragraph in my program of "I am Telling
Eggnl . You," which later will be known as "I Told You So." .11
right, now, Jdorris, you make a special disc of this, and,
Letty, you see that a special transeript is made and put on ice for when the
time comes. Look out for this program, my friends, do not let the politi-
cians destroy it - the eager politicians who are now running around trying
to make deals with candidates that they can control. They have itchy palms,
itchy palms that they want to cet intc this nmoney. L1t cammot afford one cent’
of grafit; it cannot afford one cent of inefficiency or incompetency. The
locations must be carefully selected. There can be no land specdlations
such as.we hac just before I came into office. Contractors must kncw tha
when they put in a bid, they will not be confronted with a shakedown and will_
nct have to place a large percentage of incompetents on the payroll as time-
keepers and clerks - you know the payroll gang of the political club, the |
political club loafers who £5 on the payroll and split twice. Yo, no, don'i»‘
be surprised. Didn't r. giram Todd find them oh the payroll of the State
Legislature? Thoge same bums would iet jobs, payroll jobs. Now look out
for that, pleage.
iee; the Planning Commission intact, keep jcur Hlousing, Authority -
intact. That Lcusing Authurity was established in my time, the first in the :
City of New Yurk, and there has never been a word of scandal nor bitter
politics in the control of its affairs,
Here is something else. There will spring up {roups here and there ;' :
well meaning people, some of them, but always some scheming promotor in

back of them - with plans for public housing, without any resources whatsoever -

not one penny of equity. Oh, there are several plans kicking arounc, Qne,

that the City should buy the land and lease it for sixty years; then they

take the lease and they get a mortgage on the lease; then they take the

mortgage money and they get o second mertgaje from the contractors — all sorts ..
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»f schemes without n ponny of investment. Look out for that, my fricnds, and

1smk out for that group. I used to know the group so well befrre I became
Mﬁynr and could do something about housing. They are alwnys talking housing
but théy never want to do anything about it. They are always looking for the
perfection and destroying and oppeosing and criticizing. They really do not
want to gsee low cost housing. They don't. If you trace it back, and back,
and back, you will find the same old law tcnement houses. They like the prescnt
éystem. Jo look out for ‘thgt, won't you. |

(1) politics out of Housing; (2) protect your Planning
Commission and your Housing Authority and (3) sce that the contracts are clean
and that the bidding is clean. Watch this very carcfully so that the
prliticiang do not get their pefccntage, cither in patronage or in money.
Watch the selection »f the sites; - the State Housing Authority is very good
and it cooperates. Sometimes they seem m liftle fussy but they are very

good and they will be helpful with the change of adminigtration.

Of course, also. bear in mind - it is a little early mow - but when
Foderal funds arc appropriated, I hopc that the State and the Federal Congress

will both provide that a certain percentage of the men who work, the men whowork,
must be veterans. So bear that in mind. That just goes on one of the

*T A m Telling You* programs.

H_OUSING And, incidentally, talking nbout Housing, the first copy of the

AUTHORITY '

REPORT Tenth Annual report of the New York City Housing Authority is
now available. The Housing Authority, as you know, is composed

of Mr. Edmond Borgin Butlcr, Chairman; Mary K. Simkhovitch, a pioneer in

Housingy William Wilson, Commissioner of the Department of Housing and

Buildings; Frank R. Crosswaith and John S. Parke. Maxwcll H. Tretter is

the Exccutive Director. It is a vory fino report ond it is available now. If-

you are interested, you may write and get it.

I think this is a good time to pay tribute to men who were -n
the Hmuéing Authority and who are not on it now, such as Mr. Gerard Swope,

who was its Chairman and did fine work; and Mr. Louis Pink, who also pioneered
in Housing; Edward F. McGrady who is now Special Assistant to the Secretary
of War; B. Charney Vladeck, who we regrct has since died, but who had

cmtributed a great dealy Nathan Straus, mnother pioneer in Housing; Hugh S.

Roberts~n, a great engincer; the Very Reverend E. Roberts Moore, another

pioncer in Housing, and William H, Davis who is now the Economic Stabilization

Administrator.

(more)
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The report, which is ver; informative, is available to all authorities
and officials; but there might be a slight charge for private individuals
desiring this report because it is costly and, as . told you before, the
Houslng iuthority is not a wasteful authority.
AT _OF Here is some news that is not so good. Talking about housing,

BUILDING
SERVICE 1 note in the papers that the Building Service Uniong have

voted to strike. That is very bad. We had two th;eats of
strikes during my time. They were both settled here in City Hull., Now we
have established official machinery for the gettlement of labor disputes anu
{ hope that a settlement will be expedited.

Now, in po far as dwellings are concernec, 1 should like to point cut
that the interruption of services threatens the oublic health. in 1936 1
found it necessar; to issue zn emeryency proclamation declaring that a dis-
continuance of elevator service in buildings used for dwellings of over six

-stories censtituted a menace to the life and health of the pecple residing
therein anc also that people living in cwellings of over six stories were
entirely dependent upon building service for the necessities of life, con-
sisting of fooc, medicines, medical treatment, nursing service and milk for
children.

Thé Acting Commissioner of Health, Ir. Calderone, is in my office now
and 1 am Loing to confer with him immediately after this broadcast. i am
asking the Commissicner to convene the Board of Health tonight or early
tomorrow morning, and to take into consiceration the threetened interrupticn
of service of elevators in dwellings over six stories. When I issued the
prcclamation in March of 1936, the weather was cold and we had the ddritional
menace of heat. That is not involved now, although the Board of Health
may consider the lack of hot water as a health ménace. If any bﬁilding depends
upon the generation of its own power for ele%ator Service, I hope it will
make arrangements to use power from the power company so that that will be
eliminated, If the Health Ugpartment declares the emergency asg I expect it
will because of the precedent anc the apparent need for it to protect lives,
1l shall then issue a proclamation of emergency and shall delegate full anc

complete powers to the Health Commissioner to call upon all Lepartments of

the City for such help as he may neec. The Health Commissioner will man such

elevators as he deecms necessary for the protection of the health of'the

people therein. He can do nothing less.

(more)
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I sincerely hope that all of the machinery for the settlement of labor diéputos
will be invoked and that there will be no neecd for the Commissioner or for
tho Mayor to invoke the powers of the cmergency that I havaAJust stated. In
the 1936 strike, we had reason to cover 857 omergency spots. I hope to get a
roport in the course of this afternoon or tomorrow morning and will keep in

congstant touch with the situation.

NURSE Last weck I told you about the situation in our hospitals. We

SHORTAGE _
IN HOSPITALS are hoping to hold the line and get more nurses, It may

interost you to know that since Pearl Harbor we have been confronted with a
crisis in personnel, We have increased wagos and the cost of personnel and
hospitals sincé that time amounts to over $7,000,000.' Again I call upon
wonen who are trained registered nurses and vwho have given it up because of
marriage or other conditions to please, pleaso come to the help of our
hospitals until the present crisis is over. We need all the nurses that we .
can possibly get., |
, gﬁ%i%& Here is something pleasant. I gdt a kick yestgrday mornihg
T vhen I went down to Pier A at 8: 30 to see the kids of the
P.A.L. go on that outing. There were 2700 of them - all healthy, happy,
cheerful kids from every section of the City, all with thoir lunch boxes.
There were also the officers of the P.A.L., Inspector Nolan and the volunteer
workers and the men assigned to the J uvenile Aid Burenu. FEach scemed to
know the kids by name. You know, it is a surprising thing, 2700 children
are just a 1 ot of childron, but the discipline was just perfect. Yet they
were happy when they went on board to 8o to Bear Mruntain and spent the day‘
thercs Lew Valentine, the Commigsioner was there too, I hn#e been in some
pretty tight places with Lew Valentine but he seemed rather dravm. I asked
"What is the mnttcr, Lew, arc ysu worried?" He snid, "Worried? I an ‘going
to worry a1l doy until thoy get back home.," I think he hed cause to, but
knsck on woad, all the kids came back and it was great. I think they are
going to have an outing almogt every weck an? we will cover most of the kids

that woula otherwigo not get an suting luring the summer,

(nore)




VVlLQy; wﬁf‘éoryou suppose 1 aﬁ telling you abouf it? 4 um‘teliing
you about it because we need members for the P.d.L. .t is oﬁe c¢ollur for
@ one-gear membership., go if you senc it in to me, I will puss your Gollar
':on to Inspector Nolan, and he will senc me the certificates and I will si;n
~your certificate if you senc it throuh here. That dees nct meun that you .
e can buy only one mémbershiﬂ. Oh, you can buy any number of them, -end the

”‘names of the people in mhose nameg jyou want them issued or we can senc you

' ’membershlp blonks and you can £ill them out yourself. Oge dollar a year s

',; for membership and I want tc¢ get 100,000 memberships. And, say, every pennyjf;gif,'7

oes for the purpuse of P.A,L, an¢ that is t- blve recreatlunal Spbrt, an‘
‘1educational facilities and activities to chiloren who otherw1se ‘are not
§; nrovided along thOSe lines.

3'Pqtience:ano fortitude.
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