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XCERPTS FROM ADDRESS OF FORERT F, waah DEN
BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN, AT SENEGA Fth?Nr?;'yfR'énpmsmmT
OCTOBER 31, 1950 '

It 1s now clesr to ell of us that a Stete administrsetion
wiich ie dediceted to the politicsl sdvencement of one person does
not sdequetely serve the needs of the people,

For almost eight yesre Governor Dewey'e high-powered pub-
1icity experts heve built out of the whole cloth & picture of Governor
88 p grest sdminietretor. Fortunctely for the people of our State,
this plcture can no longer obscure the facts.

In 194€, Governor Dewey alloceted more than $200,000,000
for the construction of the through-wsy, The Democretic Perty then
pointed out thet the through-wey could never be constructed at the
orojected cost, For four yesrs, Governor Dewey piddled around with
this project so that at the present timé not more thsn four miles of
this roadwey hes been constructed. WNow that Flection Dasy 1s repidly
sporosching, Governor Dewey 1s playing the through-wey song once
again, Thie time, however, i1t is a project to cost more than
$507,000,000 and whet wes ot one time to be a free highway i1s now to
becoze 8 toll-peying roed, A highway which wee to be bullt out of
the post-wer construction fund is now to be built on State credits,
4nd in four yeers only 13 miles of thet highwey heve been bullt, The
8tory of deley and postponements of the project 1s hardly the pic-
ture of sn sgegreesive and competent administrator.

The shemeful neglect of eesentiel services by the Devey
Mminietration 1e epparent to all of us, Our schools h~ve been
Permitted to deteriorate rapldly. Where local communitlies heve
been unable through their own efforts to bulld new schools end expand
& eystem of free public educstion, the Go ernor has steadfestly re-
fused to permit the Bt-te with its vaet finsnclal resources to come
to their eid,

At the lsst session of the Legislature, Governor Devey
8281n pefused to authorize Stete furds for badly needed school con-
Struction,
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It 1s significant thet in 1948,when Governor Devey wes a
candidate for Presldent, that the people of this State, who knew him
nest, geve him a vote of no confidence. It 1s ecually eignificant
thet in the lest electlon the humsnitarisn progream and outlook of
Senstor Herbdert 4, Lehman scored s victory over the Dewey hand-
picked cendidete for the Senate, A trend 1e definitely in motion
and I believe thrt trend will rise further to the surface next week.

Under Democretic administrations, this State set a shining
exeuple of enlightened government and took the leadership smong the
stztes in advencing soclal progress, Walter A, Lynch has proved him-
self to be e men of the people, who will ficht vigorously to protect
your interests, Next Jenuery, we will again move forward with the
finest principlee and traditione of the Democrstic Party.

-30-
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK

orrice or
THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN
MUNICIPAL BuILDING

fromt Btanley H. Lowell August 1T, 1950
Asot. to Boro. Pres. Manhattan

2053 Municipal Bldg., NY 7, NY FOR RELEABE
WOorth 2-5600 - Ext. ?7 MONDAY - AUGUST 14, 1980

PROPOBED SOUTH BTREET VIADUCT WILL IMPROVE WATERFRONT
CONDITIONS FROM COENTIES SLIP TO CORLEARS HOOK PARK

Borough President Robert F. Wagner, Jr. of Manhattan
announced today that the proposed South Btreet elevated highway,
which 18 expected to be authorized by the Board of Estimate thig
ooming Thursday, Auguet 17, 1950, will grestly improve commercial
facilities on the waterfront.

The proposed elevated highway will extend from Coenties
811p Juat east of the eaast portal of the Battery Park underpass to
the existing Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive at East River and Jaokson
8treet, just south of Corlears Hook Park. The plan and perspec-
tive, attached hereto, show the proposed elevated structure with
supnorting columne and the relationship between these columns and
the waterfront activity along Bouth Btreet. The proposed columns
will be so located as not to interfere with the use of the piers
and pler shede.

Borough President Wagner pointed out that at the present
time through-trnrfic on South Btreet and the Marginal Btreet
between Broad Btreet 'bd Jeckson 8treet continually runs through
and: Anterferes with the commercial activities along the waterfront,
in some instengew, ustng as much as 60 per cent of the Marginal
Street for thivwwsisLtos  ic. An examination of the plan shows
that the 55-faot Miglnsl Street is restored fully to the use for
which 1t -uc‘o?i‘tnﬁlly acquired and constructed; that is, for the
beqeric of tMe cwmmerce of the Port of New York.

Through~traffic, Mr. Wagner continued, will thereafter
be confined to the 70 feet of Bouth Street itself, which is paral-
lel and contiguous to the west side of the Marginal Street.

Borough President Wagner's plan contemplates At least two
lanes of through-traffic in both directionse on South Btreet. It 1s

expected that parking along the west side of Bouth Street will be
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necessarily prohibited. In order to confine the through-traffic
to definite channels, a mall 4 feet & inches in width will be con-
structed on the 11ne.of the westerly columns of the viaduct. There
will be openings in this mall at pier entrances which will be oon-
trolled by traffic lights.

After the completion of the elevated highway, the Depart-
ment of Marine and Aviation will be able to completely restore the
entire Marginal Street to commercial use.

Where the Marginal Street adjacent to the waterfront is
not required in 188+ entirety by the lessees of the pier and bulk-
head sheds, it will be posslble to fence off the areas within the
proposed highway columns and lease them for such uses as may be de-
sirable. It will be feasible to provide outdoor parking facilities,
with or without parking meters, similar to those recently proposed
under the Weét S8ide Elevated Highway.

Bince the Brooklyn-Battery Underpass,connecting the West
81de Elevated Highway and West Street with South Street and the
Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive, is gcheduled for completlon in the lat-
ter part of 1950, 1t is most essential to complete the South Street
Viaduct at the earliest possible time. This will create the final
link in the express road system around the periphery of Lower
Manhattan.

The proposed Bouth Street elevated highway will consist
of a steel virduct structure with a minimum clearance of 14 feet.

It will have an asphalt wearing surface on the roadways. The
structure will have a total width of about 75 feet with a 32-foot
roadway in each direction. The approximste cost of the foundatione
18 slightly more than $2,000,000 and the superstructure will cost

an additional §9,500,000.
-30-
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK

OFFICE OF
THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN
MuNICIPAL BuiLoing

From: Nelson Seitel June 16, 1950
Evecutive Manager - Bore. Manhattan
2055 Municipal Bldg., NY 7, NY FOR IMHMEDIATE RELEASE

Tel: WOrth 2-5600 ~ Ext. 77

Robert F. Wagner, Jr., President of the Borough of Man-
hattan announced today that his office will experiment with the use
of rubber compounds in street pavement. This will be the first
experiment of such kind and the first use of rubber compounds in
city streets in the City of New York.

Under the plans for this experiment, four types of
asphaltic pavements will be laid over the granite block on the
south-bound roadway of the West Side Highway at the Gansevoort
Btreet curve near West 12th Street this Saturday morning (June 17,
1950).

One strip of 100 feet will consist of a natural rubber
compound provided by the National Rubber Bureau; another strip of
100 feet using a synthetic rubber compound furnished by the
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company; a third strip of 100 feet will
use a compound of processed rubber provided by the Firestone Tire
and Rubber Company;the fourth etrip of 100 feet which will serve
as a check on the effectiveness of the rubber compounds will be the
usual asphalt used by this office in street pavements.

Borough President Wagner etated that the Gansevoort curve
on the West 8ide Highway was selected as the elte for the exveri-
ment because of the curved alignment, the heavy concentration of
vehicles and the number of accldents at that point which have been
attributed to skidding on the granite block.

Mr. Wagner also etated that in order to permit the laying
of pavement as expeditiously as possible the south-~bound lane of
the West Side Highway will be closed Saturday morning from 234
Btreet to Canal Btreet, from 7:30 o'clock to 1:00 p. m.

Mr. Wagner said: "The purvose of trying out these various
rubber asphaltic admixtures in comparison with our standard asphalt
top mixture is a continuation of the policy whioh this office has
carried on for many years in endeavoring to more nearly perfect

(L ORE)
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‘, our pavements, The understanding with the representativee of the

varlous companiee ie that they are not to use this for the purpose
of advertising that Manhattan 1s recommending there vroducts in any
form, shape or manner. A number of highway authorities throughout
the country are interested in Setermining the value of the use of
rubber asphaltic admixtures as advocated by the various manufactur-
ers of thies materiasl, and we trust that this experiment will estab-

lish the value of rubber compounds for street pavement purposes. "

NOTE: REPORTERS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS ARE INVITED TO VIEW THE LAYING
OF THE PAVEMENTS. COMi.ISSIONER CHARLES S. HAND OF THIS OFFICE
WILL SUPERVISBE ACTIVITIES, STARTING AT 9:30 A. M.
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK

OFFICE OF
THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN
MuNICIPAL BuiLbing

From: Nelson Seitel January 3, 19‘5:
Executive Manager - Boro. of Manhatten
2149 Munleival Bldg., NY 7, NY FOR IMEDIATE RELEASE

Tel: WOrth 2-5800 ~ Ext. 263

Borough President Robert F. Wagner, Jr., announced today
the following appointments in the of fice of the Borough Presldent
of Manhattan: Chief Engineer, Anthony J. Donargo; Consulting
Engineer, Arthur 0. Ford; Eyeoutive Manager of the Borough of Mane
hattan, Nelson Seitel; Becretary to the President, Angelo Simonetti}
Secretary of the Borough, Mrs. Florence Perguson; Chief Examiner,
Arthur Greeninger; Confidential Inspector, Btanley Lowell; Steno-
grapher to the President, Mrs. Thelma Berlack Boozer.

In announcing these appointments, Borough President
Wagner stated: "A number of key positions in the Borough Ppresident's
office are not being announced at this time because the persons
involved will be unable to assume responsibilities of offilce im-
mediately. However, these additional positions will be made publie
shortly.*

Mr. Anthony J. Donargo, the Chief Engineer, is a oareer
man who has served the City since 1923, when he was employed as a
structural draftsman by the N,w York Teansit Commis sion. Mr. Donargo
has remained in Municipal Civil Bervice since then and worked as
Chlef Engineer and Acting Borough Superintendent in the Borough of
Richmond, as well as Chief Engineer of the Borough of Brooklyn.
3ince 1946, Mr. Donargo has been Executive Engineer of the Depart-
ment of Housing and Bulldings.

Mr. Arthur C. Ford, Coneulting Engineer, earned his
engineering degree in Montana 8tate College in 1916 and served in
the engimeering bureau of the office of Chief of Ordnance from 1917
through 1924 as a draftesman and designer. Wp. Ford ls a career man
in city service which he entered in 1924 as a structural steel
drafteman and deaigner with the Board of Tpansportation where he
eerved until 1937, In 1937, he was appointed as a civil engineer
in the Department of Public Works and has had extensive experience
in the planning and sonstruction of eewage treatment plants, plers

and roadways.

L‘ (MORE)
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Mr. Nelson Seitel, Executive Manager of the Borough of
Mpnhattan, was assoclated with Borough President Wagner in the De-
partment of Houeing and Bulldings as Secretary of the Department and
in the City Planning Commission as the Director of the Divieion of
Researoh and Planning. Prior to that, lir. S8citel was an attorney
with the Offlce of Price Administration and instructor in government
and politicel ecience at Brooklyn College and at City College and
in 1945 served as Assistant Director of United Natlons Rellef and
Rehabilitation ndministration.

Y¥y. Angelo Simonetti, Secretary to the Presldent, has
served in that poaition for the three preceding years and his duties

involve retirements, pensions, and changes in personnel, as well as

supervision of field work. Prior to this appointment as Becretary
to the Ppesident, Wr. Simonetti was cmployed by private construction
companies. He aleo served in the office of Borough Pnesident during
the administration of Stanley Isnecs.

Mre. Florence Ferguson, Scorstary of the Borough, has bsen
employed in thnt capacity since 1948. ghe has been active in the
affairs of the Local School Boords, as well as serving as Sccrotary
to the Borough Advisory Planning Committee. lrs. Ferguson is
married to Dr. E. J. Ferguson and was aesoclsted with the Lawyers
T~ust Company before her appointment to her present position.

Mp. Arthur Greeninger, Chief Examiner, was formerly
employed as Assistant to the President of the Borough of Manhattan.
Prior to that he was n City Marshal for nineteen years and was
active in the Twensury Depnrtment Bond Drives.

Mp. Btanley Lowell, Confidential Inspector, ie an attor-
ney, graduated from City College and Horveard Law Sohool and served
ns Assistant United Stntes Attorney for the Southern District of
Naw York from 1943 to 1947 and has been in privnte practice sinoe
then a8 n pnrtner in the firm of Lowenbraun & Lowell. He was for-
merly an instructor in Government nnd Economics at City College.

Mrs. Thelmn Berlnck Boozer, Stenographer to the Ppesi-

dent, will nlso eerve ae director of community activities and ser~

vices., Mrs. Boozer was an honor graduate of New York Univorsity

and served as Aseiatant Managing Editor of the N.w York Age and
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also an Assistant Mrnaging Edltor of the Amsterdam News. lrs. Boozer
wng the first direetor of the School of Journolism of the Lincoln
University of Missouri and for some time was engnged in public reln-
tions work.. She is a member Betn Gamn 8lgma Honorary Commerce
Frrternity as well as a nntional officer of Alpha Knppa Alpha
Sorority. 8he 18 married and has tvo children.
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK

OFFICE OF
THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN

MuNIcIPAL BUiLDING
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From: Nelson Seitel July 19, 1950
Executive Manager- Boro. Manhattan
2053 Municipal Bldg., NY 7 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

#orth #-5600 - Ext. 77

Borough President Robert F. Wagner, Jr. reported today
that 3,885 emergency repairs were completed on the streets of Manhat-
tan during the first six months of this year in a dtepped-up program
of street maintenance.

This compares with 2,780 emergency repairs made during the
comparable period for the preceding year. In meking public the
inerease in repairs, Borough President Wagner stated "I deeply appre-
clate the wholehearted cooperation we have had in this effort from
Commissioner William P. Q'Brien of the Police Department and Commis-
sioner Andrew Mulrain of the Department of Sanitation, as well as
from the public who have called to our attention many holes in the
City etreets. We have made every effort to make emergency re-
palrs within 24 hours after receipt of complaint and have succeeded
in that obJective in the vast majority of instances”.

The Borough President further reported that his office laid
44,644 square feet of sidewalk ae againat 15,477 square feet during
the comparable period last year.

Borough President Wagner stated further "my observations
in driving through the etreets of Manhattan convinced me we have made
a great desl of progress in keepinfthe streets of this Borough in
good repair. I know that in many instances necessary repairs to
underground utility linee have resulted in the tearing up of many
streets in Manhattan. However, the Utility Companies have been ex-
tremely cooperative in re-setting pavement and making repalre as
rapidly as possible after completing their work on utility lines.
#1th the continued cooperation of various City Departments and the

rublie, I know that we can maintain the streets of this Borough in
good shape®.
-30-
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THE CITY oF NEW YORK

OFFICE oF

THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN
MuNiciPAL BuiLbing

Prom: Nelson Seitel

Executive Manager - Boro, of Manhattan
2052 Municipal Building, NY 7

Worth 2-5600 - Ext. 77

AUGUST 25, 1950

FOR DMMEDIATE RELEASE

B orough President Robert P, Wagner, Jr. announced today that

he will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, August 30, 1950, at 10:30 A. M.

in his office, Room 2050, Municipal Building, on the proposal to discontinue

the opsration and the demolition of a portion of the Third Avenue Elevated

Line, betwsen Chatham Square and South Ferry.

Request to discontinue the Spur between Chatham Squere and
South Perry was made by the Board of Transportation and appeared on the
Galendar of the Board of Estimate on August 17, 1950, when it wes laid over
to September 1, 1950. T™he Board of Estimate, at its August 17+h mes ting,

directed Borough President Wagner to explore into the matter more fully and %o

file & report with the Board covering the situation.

Under plans of the Board of Transportation, free transfers to
buses would be given to passengers requiring transportation betwsea South

Porry and Chatham Scuare, in place of the Elevated Line.

Mr., Wagner stated that all interested parties are invited %o
Appear a* the public hearing and to present their views,

- 30 -
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) THE CITY OF Naw Yok
orrice or

. THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN
z‘ o MuniciraL BuiLDiNg

fromt Nelson Seitel u
5 Erecutive Manager - Boro. Manhattan June 29, 1980

2063 Municipal Bldg., NY 7
forth P-5600 - Ext. 77 FOR IME DIATC RELEASE

STATEMENT OF ROBERT F. WAGNER, JR. ON THRID AVENUE TRANSIT SYSTEM

It $s not without misgivinge that I vote in favor of
this resolution. The Third Avenue Transit Bystem is one of the
sjor arteries through which the 1life blood of the oity runs and
{ thirk it unfortunate that muniocipal policles affeoting transit
sust be determined unfer threatening olouds of layoffs and our-
tatlment of services.

I know that Mayor O'Dwyer has explorsd every possidle
avenus for avolding a threatened bus strike and I feel constrained
to vote for this resolution on his assurance that this is the only
way in which thoueands of city residents may be sparéd the inson-
venlence and disruptive impact of a bus etrike.

Y vote with reluctance because the history of the manage-
msnt of transit system does not inspire confidence 1in ite dssire
to serve the publio. In past years, the State Public Service {
Gommigsion has without avail repeatedly oritiolsed the aocounting
a0tices and progedurss of management. The financial straits
in whioh the company now finds iteelf may not be fairly atsributed

to an tinadequate fare, but rather to waste, extravagance, mise
Sanagement, improper accounting methods and constant internal
struggles among competing intereets for control.

I vote with misgivings beocause T am not entirely ocertain

&8 to whether consente for the proposed purchase of part of the

physical assets the company oan be obtalned after the fare 16

inoreased, nor am I entirely satiefled that another crisis will

not be precipitated at the end of the three month period.

I am firmly convinced that ateps should be taken immedi-~

for evolving a comprehensive progran for dealing with transit

problems in the City of New York. It 18 certainly clear in my
Bind that the transit worker should not be obliged to subsidize

e wages or unfavorable working condi-

the rider through inadequat
ttons.  On the other hand, we know that there 1e a point beyond
P, (MORE)
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whioh the fares cannot be increased without imposing undue finan-
oial hardship on the ridefs and without impairing business condi~
tions in this oity.

Experience has shown that every fare inerease produces
a decline in passenger traffic. In some citles, such declines
have been 80 serlous as to result in a decrease in total pagsenger
revenuea resulting from fare inoreases. We cannot afford such a-
situation in this olty.

The Bure¢au of Labor 8tatistics reports that average
earnings in manufacturing industries in New York City last April
amounted to lees than $60 a week. There ie a definite limit to
the amount of fare thut such wage earners ocan pay without depriving
their families of other essentlal goods and services.

I suggest that the present committee working under the
Mayor and the Board of Estimate explore thoroughly all facets of
transit in New York, including the interests of the transit worker,
the busineas community, the rider and the City.

Only through a comprehensive survey of the entire transit
ploture will we be able to deal with transit problems realistically
and avoid the danger of shaping policy by coping with transit on
a purely orisis and emergency basis.

~30~
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK

OFFICE OF
THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN
MuNiciPAL BUILDING

fFrom¢ Nelson Seltel MARCH 14, 1960
Executive Manager - Boro. Manhattan

2052 Municipel Bldg., NY 7 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEABE
Worth 2-5600 - Ext. 77

Borough President Robert F. Wagner, Jr. of Manhattan
announced today plans for a eoncerted drive to bring street pave-
ments of Manhattan into first-clags condition.

As the first step in his campalgn to improve pevements,
porough President Wagner conferred with Ssnitation Commigsloner
Andrew P. Mulrain, who agreed to sooperate with the Borough Presi-
dent!s office in thls matter. An arrangement has been worked out
between Commiseioner Mulraln and Borough President Wagner under
which drivers of sanitation trucks will report to their superior
officers locations where street repalrs are necessary. Speocial
eards for this purpose have veen prepared by the Borough Presi-
dent's offlce and as soon as complaints are received from the De~
partment of ganitation, the repeir and emergency workers of the
Borough President's office will proceed to make immediate repalrs. 9

Mr. Wagner has also conferred with representatives of
various vublic utility companles such as Consolidated Edison, the
New York 8team Company, and others who execavate the streets to
install repaire. The representatives of these utilites have all
agreed to refill holes promptly and to lay down pavements as soon
as posseible to eliminate holes and depressions in the streets.

Borough President Wagner satd: "We must make every
effort to keep every street in this Borough in good repair. We
sall on owners of taxl fleets, large trucking companies and other
owners of vehicles which use the etreets dally to report to the
office any broken streets. We shall make every effort to have
the repairs made within 24 hours of recelpt of complaints."

Borough President Wagner pointed out that some years ago
the office had @ patrol system of 21 inspectors who would regularly
patrol areas and report on the eondition of the gtreete. The

Borough Presldent hae requested funde to restore thie patrol

system in next year's budget.
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF
THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN
MUNICIPAL BUILDING

From: Nelson Seitel June 20, 1950
Executive Manager- Boro. Manhattan

2053 Municipal Building, NY 7 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Tel: WOrth 2-5600 - Ext. 77

Manhattan Borough President Robert F. Wagner, Jr.
announced today that fifty children will Join as guests of 1,800
employees of the Borough President's office in the annusl boat
ride sponsored by the Manhattan Employees Welfare Committee, Inc.,
on Friday, June 23d.

The Welfare Committee has chartered the steamer
IPETER STUYVESANT" for the day for 1ts outing to Bear Mountain
where games and rrces are scheduled for both adulte and children,
with many orizes avsilable to the minners.

The fifty children who will Join the Borough President's
office as guests of the Committee are sponsored by the DeWitt
Memorial Church, the Grand Street Settlement, and the Cardinal
Hayes Memorial High School. The children will be welcomed aboard
the Steamer "PETER STUYVESANT!' at Pier 1, North River, at 8145 a.m,,
by Borough President Wagner and Henry N. Kindler, Co-Chairmen of
the Outing.

-30~
NOTE TO PICTURE DESK:
PRESS PHOTOGRAPHERS WISHING TO TAKE PICTURES MAY BOARD THE
BOAT AT PIER 1 AND DISEMBARK AT 125TH STREET WHERE THE STEAMER
WILL MAKE ANOTHER BTQP EN ROUTE.
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END OF SPEECH




